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Envy with ſqualid look, and hollow eye, 

And breaſt, which heaves at others joys, a ſigh, 
Blaſts peace and hope. Beneath her pois'nous tread 
Springs inſtantaneous ev'ry noiſome weed. 

Lo, there ſhe ſtalks! and in her haggard train, 
Behold pale guilt, and ſorrow, want, and pain! 


ADELINE was one day amuſing her- 


objects which paſſed by, when a very 
elegant coach, with the ſervants in 
ſplendid liveries, caught her attention. 
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and as the young ladies alighted, ſhe 


(=) 


There were three young ladies in it, 
dxeſſed in all the extravagance of fa. 
ſhion. The carriage ſtopped at the 
adjoining houſe to Adeline's father $, 


bad a full view of their finery. Their 
muſlin frocks, filk coats, beſpangled 
ſhoes, but above all, their hats and 
feathers charmed her. Do pray, Ma- 
ie ma,” ſaid ſhe, < obſerve how beau- | 
< tifully theſe little girls are dreſſed! 
« How happy they muſt be! Do you 
<« know who they are? 
Aus. Prior. « They are the Mis 


* Otways.“ 
Adeline. What! Lord Otway' 


8 daughters * 5 
VV. Prior. © Yes, my dear; and | 
« you affure by no means ſuch enviabl 
objects as you ſeem to think them.” 
Adeliit 


A 


T7 

Adeline. © Dear Mama, why not?“ 

Mrs. Prior. © They are very proud, 
<s croſs to each other, diſobedient to 
« their parents, and diſreſpectful to 
« their governeſs. With ſuch diſpoſi- 
« tions they cannot be happy; and in 
« ſpite of their dreſs, which ſeems fo 
* much to delight you, they are unde- 


Ty +: 
4 Sq 


W © fcrving of any attention. However; 

8 you will yourſelf have au opportunity 

(of judging in a few days, for they | 

are to be at Mrs. Donner's.“ . 4 ; 
Adeline. Are they, Mama? .I ſhall | 

be quite aſhamed to be dreſſed ſo 

* plain, when-they are ſo fine.” 

Mrs. Prior, « You will be dreſſed 
* as ſuits your ſtation, and that is no 2 


| (> ſubject of ſhame. For my own part, 2508 


So 


„I think, that children, however ex- 
*alted their rank, appear to much 
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B 2 greater 


. 
cc greater advantage when dreſſed with 
ce plainneſs, than when decked in all 
« the frippery of faſhion. But for thoſe 
ce who are placed in an humble iphere | 


to wear ſuch a profuſion of finery, is Wi 
e the height of folly. Inſtead, ther- 
& fore, of envying the Mis Otways' | 
* ſuperior rank, try to ennoble your | 
« own: by a uniform good conduct. 
< The accidental advanta ges of birth | 
ce and fortune can command little real Bi 
« reſpect, if not 9 by _ = 
« virtues.” | 
Here ſome domeſtic affairs called 
Mrs. Prior away, and Adeline fit 
watching the young ladics' return, that! 
ſhe might once more behold their fine 
cloaths. They ſoon came to their car. 
riage, and as they drove off, the fooliſh 3 
Adeline uttered a with that ſhe was = 


happy! 


EF) 


be with ſach fine cloaths and fo ſplendid 
an equipage. „„ 

The day at length 80 on which 
ſhe was to viſit Mrs, Donner; but 
inſtead of feeling the pleaſure ſhe uſed 
to do, when going to meet a party. of 
her little friends, ; ſhe was fretf ul and 
diſcontented ; for pride and envy had 
found their way to her boſom. She 
ſighed for finery, and ſhe could not 
bear the idea of being inferior to others. 


Prior hoped ſhe might derive a uſeful 
leſſon from her viſit, ſhe would cer- 
 tainly have puniſhed her by making 
her ſtay at home. When her frock 


In it: «It was coarſe, and ill made; 
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80 different was her behaviotir to what 5 
it had formerly been, that had not Mrs. 
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C Her ſaſh was too narrow, and Tooke( 
„like an old one. And then to go 


without a cap! what muſt the Mit 


“4 Otways think of her?” Her Mama 


replied, © The Miſs Otways' opinion of 


your dreſs is a matter of total indiffe- | 
*© rence; I am ſorry, however, you diſ- 
* like it, becauſe it is the beſt I can 
« afford to buy you,” 


\ Weary at length of her "daughter's 


- impertinence and. complaints, Mrs, 


Prior ſpoke to her with more ſeverity, 


Adeline burſt into tears, and this ſo 
completely disfigured her face, that 


The certainly NEVET appeared to greats 
diſadvantage. The time of her depar- | 
ture ſoon arrived, and with flow reluc- 
tant ſteps ſhe walked to Mrs. Donner“ 
She found there a large party of hil- 
dren, many of whom were of her own 


(1) 
ade. The Miſs Otways likewiſe graced 
the circle, and were diſtinguiſhable by 
their ſpendid attire. 
Adeline was not naturally of a bad 
temper; though two vices which had 
lately crept into her boſom, obſcured - 
her inherent virtues. The gaiety of her 
little companions ſoon revived her own, 
and forgetting all her late cares ſhe 
jumped about as happy as the reſt, In 
the courſe of the evening blind-man s- 
buff was propoſed, and Maſter Donner 
was blinded, Every one endeavoured 
to ſecure a corner, where they fat ſquat 
till a titter betrayed their hiding-place ; | 
then they ſcampered this way and that, 
fearful of being caught, yet each accele- 
rating the other's danger, by puſhing all 
forward but themſelves. [t was in this 
general ſcnftle that Miſs Louiſa Otway 
1 hap: | 


(I 7] 
happened to tread upon her elder fiſ- 
ter's foot, who reſented the accidental 
misfortune, by giving Louiſa a violent 
blow ; this was returned, and the party 
lately ſo ha ppy were now in the greateſt 
conſternation, to ſee ſo ſhocking a fight 
as two young ladies, fiſters, fighting, 
| ſcreaming, and crying. Miſs Otway 


in the heat of her paſſion ſtruck Louiſa 


on the ſace, which made her noſe bleed | 

in the moſt violent manner. The chil- 
dren ran ſome one way, and ſome ano- 
ther, to call for help , till Mrs. Donner, | 
and ſeveral of her friends, frightened at 
the noiſe they heard, entered the room, 
The cauſe was ſoon made known, and 
the ladies with evident marks of aſto- 


niſhment and contempt regarded the two 
combatants. Miſs Louiſa's noſe was 
ſoon Pee from bleeding, by the 

appli- 


„ 
application of cold water ; and Mrs. 


Donner expreſſed her concern that any 
circumſtance ſo unpleaſant; ſhould oc- 


cur in her houſe. Neither of the young 


ladies could make any anſwer ; ſhame 


and anger kept them filent, but Mits 
Emma replied, © Oh, pray, Ma am, do 
„ not mind it, they are always quarel- 


ling at home, and my governeſs ſays 


« ſhe never ſaw ſuch naughty girls.” 


t does not become you, Emma, 


anſwered Muſs Louiſa, her face red with, 


paſſion, © to lay fo, for . Jon do 2 the 


" * lame.” e 2 ou of 71 


Jes, that ſhe does, cried; Miſs 


Otway. It was only this morning ſhe 
“pulled a handful of hair Off Jenny's 


© head. 2 


At this, Mis Emma, provoked in 
ber turn, hurft into tears, and it was 


With 


B 5 


1 


With ſome difficulty Mrs. Donner pre- 
vented a ſecond quarrel. After a long 
cefſation of mirth, Maſter Donner pro- 
poſed reſuming their ſports, but none of 
the Miſs Otways would join m any | 
fport which was propoſed, but ſat fallen 
and pouting at each other till the car- 
riage came for them. After they were 
= gone, one of the ladies obſerved, that 
the never paſſed. an afternoon in ber 
liſe with the Miſs Otways in the courſe 
of which they did not quarrel. Their 
a) father” 8 houſe,” ſaid ſhe, „they 127 | 

jn conſtant confuſion,” _ 
| Adeline, who with filent wonder had 
obſerved all that had paſſed, could 
ſearcely have believed it poſſible for any 
young ladies to make themſelves ſo 
diſagreeable. She now ſaw how little 
happineſs wealth and ſplendour can 
beer 
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6 
beſtow when not united to a mind Gig 
nified by virtue. She was convinced 
they could give no charms like good- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and humility. Want- 
ing theſe the Miſs Otways, in ſpite of 
their finery, appeared, even to her who 
had ſo lately envied their ſtate, mean 
and contemptible. She returned home 


convinced of her error, and penitent for 


the faults it had betrayed her into, ſhe 
begged her Mama' s pardon, which hav- 
ing received, ſhe aſſured her ſhe would 


never more be proud and envious, but 


learn to be contented with that ſtation, 
which, as infinite Wiſdom had ordained 
it for her, ſhe knew was beſt. _ 
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Then radiant truth, celeſtial form | appear'd, 
By angels honour'd, and by men rever'd. 

+ The goddeſs ſpake : © Hear this my fix*d decree, 
«All who at conſtant vot'ries bow to me, 

« My ſmile ſhaſl bleſs, my aid beever nigh, 

4 Reſpected ſhall they live, lamented die: 
But thoſe who ſcorn my ſway ſhall taſte of woe, 
* And pain, and ſad repentance only know.“ 


— 


* a pleasant little village on the bank: 

of the Medway was fituated the 
Houſe of Mr. Sewell. He had no chil- 
1 of his own, but had taken a ſon of | 
11 his 2 heather to refide with him. 
Arthur, for that was the little boy's | 
name, was about nine years old. He 
wa was generous, good-tempered, and un- 


TEL. 
ſuſpeRing ; but giddy, and eafily per- 
ſuaded to whatever was propoſed, 
though ſometimes. in. contradiction to 
his better ſenſe. . 

Near the houſe of Mr. Sewell rel a 
gentleman, who had a ſocd nearly of 
the ſame age as Arthur; in conſequence 
of their being neighbours, they ſoon 
became intimate, and moſt of their play 
hours were paſſed together. Os 

The gardens of Mr. Sewell led im- 
mediately to the edge of the river, 
where he kept a pleaſure- boat, in which | 
he often amuſed himfelf and his friends 3 
but well Knowing the danger to which 
this boat might expoſe his nephev v, be. 
gave him the ſtricteſt 1 inj junctions neyer 
to enter it but when ſome of bis 


older friends were with him. Art ur Oy 


promiſed he never would, n nor id de 
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{ 14 } 
erer think of breaking his word, till 
one dehightful evening in the month of 
Jaly, as he was playing with Charles, 
(his favourite neighbour) the _ "_ 
| poſed getting into the boat. 

No,“ aid Arthur, that I will 
„not. My uncle has deſired 1 never 
« would, and I am ſure he will be ex- 
5 tremely angry if Ido.“ 

| Charles. © But how ſhould your un- 
| "gle doe AE is he not gone to Ro- 
r cheſter ? | 

Arthur, * Ah, but I ſhall know it; 

I cannot hide it from myſelf. 
Charles. How fooliſhly yon talk! 
« you would not tell a tale of yourſelf, 
IT ſuppoſe. Come along, and have 
Co no more ſcruples.” 

For ſome time Arthur maintained bi | 
n but at length the entreatis 

ol 


{ us ) 
of his friend, the fineneſs of the even- 
ing, and his own fondneſs of the water, 
induced him to comply, and they ſtep- 
ped into the boat. At firſt they only 
paddled a little way with the oars, but 
finding this very agreeable, they ſoon 

flipped the chain, and the boat being 
caught by the fiream, was hurried 
along with confiderable rapidity. They 
tried to ſtop it, but in vain, and both 
began to be very much frightened, and 
heartily to repent their imprudence. 
They knew not what to do, they puſhed 
with the oars this way and that, but to = 
no purpoſe, they knew not how to ma- 
nage them, nor had they ſtrength to 
refiſt the force of the current. Near a 
mile had they been thus forcibly carried : 
along, when a wherry came near them, 
and the men in it ſecing their diſtreſs, 


inquired 


16 ) 


inquired to whom the boat belonged; N 
and being informed, as they were go- 
ing up the river, they faſtened. it to their 
veſſel, and ſo towed it along, till they 
came to Mr. Sewell's garden. With 
what joy did Arthur once more behold 
himſelf there in ſafety! After having 
thanked the men for their aſſiſtance, 
| he and his companion went into the 
ſammer-houſe, where they continued 
ſome time, and then Charles took his 
leave. | 
How apt are we to be bet * 5 
one fault to the commiſſion of many 
more! Hence the dan ger of the mal 

leſt deviation from rectitude. | 
| Few plunge at once into the abyſs 
af guilt ; it is by gradual ſteps that 
the vicious and profligate- have be- 
come ſo; and it often happens that the 
very 


891 
very people we juſtly hold in abhor- 
rence, can remember the time when 
they would have ſtarted at the bare 


mention of what they now fearleflly 


commit, Young people, in particular, 


are apt to be ſeduced into farther guilt ' 


by the hope of eſcaping preſent puniſh- 
ment. They think not of the pangs of 
remorſe, but only endeavour to ſhelter 


themſelves from the juſt reproaches of 


their friends. Thus it fared with Ar- 


thur---he feared to tell his uncle what 
he had done; but how, without a lie, 


could he conceal it? If he ſhould be 
aſked in what manner he had amuſed. 
himſelf, what was he to ſay? Would not 
his countenance betray him? Would 


I not the bluſhes of ſhame diſcover his 
guilt? 
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the houſe, and his nephew went to bed. 
But the thoughts of his folly tormented ; 


6 ) 

He fat fome time deviſing a plauſible 
tale to tell his uncle, when he uner- 
pectedly entered the ſummer-houſe. 
Arthur was all confuſion, and could 
ſcarcely anſwer any queſtion put to him. 
He endeavoured, however, to eſcape 
the obſervations of his uncle by appear- 


ing to be buſily employed in adjuſting 
- his kite, The evening was far advan- 


ced, 5 -Mr. Sewell ſoon after returned to 


him even in flcep, and he awoke the 


next morning, not as uſual, to peace 
| and j Joy, but to tears and ſad regret, 


Some particular buſineſs happened to 
employ Mr. Sewell's attention, he did 
not therefore obſerve the uneaſinek 
which Arthur's countenance evidently 


betrayed, 
For 


t 29 

For ſome days the recollection of the 
late event hung painfully upon his 
mind, but, alas he had not reſolution 
to diſperſe the cloud by ingenuouſly de- 
claring the truth. Every day increaſed 
the difficulty, till at laſt he entirely 
abandoned the thought, and began to 
perſuade himſelf his fault was not ſo 
great, as it had at firſt appeared to him. 
Having once paſſed the boundaries of 
virtue, his mind ſoon became perverted, 
and regarding vice without horror, ho 
ſoon committed it without remorſe. 
Whilſt he beheld his fault in its true 
1 light, there was every reaſon to hope 
the ſorrow he felt would prevent a re- 
petition; but when once this ceaſed, 
where was the barrier, ſince conſcience” 


preſented none, which. would be "0p: 
ſecurity in future? , 


About 


( 20 ) 

About a fortnight after this affair, he 
went to dine with Charles, and in the 
afternoon they propoſed taking a long 
walk. They had not proceeded- more 
than a mile, when they ſat down to reſt 
0 themſelves under a low hedge, which 
| formed a fence to the garden of a neat | 
little cottage. The weather was bot, 
and they were very thirſty : they looked 
about for ſomething to allay their thirſt, 
and ſoon perceived a tree laden with 
fine cherries. Charles declared his in- 
tention of going over the hedge and 
getting ſome ; Arthur objected to it as 
diſhoneſt : but the rhetoric of his friend 
ſoon removed his ſcruples, and they 
both crept ſoftly into the garden, They 
: looked about to ſee if they were ob- 
ſerved, but diſcovering no one, they 
began to revel in the plenty which pre- 
ſented 


( 21 ) 

ſented itſelf; and not content with eat⸗- 
ing, filled their hats and handkerchiefs. 
They were thinking of departing, when 
the ſound of footſteps frightened them 
away. They-both jumped haſtily over 
the hedge, and Charles was out of ſight 

in an inſtant; but Arthur, overpowered 
with what he had eaten, was obliged 
to fit down under the hedge : where he 
heard the poor old man, to whom the 

_ cottage belonged, and who, on enter- 
ing his garden, perceived the robbery 
which had been committed, thus bewail | 
himſelf : © Gracious Heaven! the tree 
which was laden with fruit, ſtripped 
of more than half! the profits of 
* theſe cherries I hoped would help to 

_ © ſupport me through a long and dreary 
„winter. What muſt now become of 

*me? without money, without friends, 

I muſt 
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LL EO MY 
«TI muſt periſh. Barbarous wretches 
could not pity induce you to ſpare the 
& little poſſeſſions of a poor old man, 
« who will not want them long? One 
« who has never injured you, one who 


for a ſhort time only will be a o- 


<< journer on earth, and even that time 


* ñvour cruelty has cmbittered.” 


Here a flood of tears trickled down 


| his furrowed cheeks, and in melancholy 


filenoe he entered his cottage. Arthur, 
who had heard every word, was ſtung 


baſeneſs. His conduct now preſe nted 


| {ſelf to him in all its enormity, and 
rouſed the conſcience which had ſo long 
lain dormant. © And have J,“ ſaid be, 

to ſatisfy a greedy appetite, been the 
A cauſe of ſuch ſorrow to this poor old 
„man? Have 1 deprived him of the 


ce ſruits 


to the ſoul by the recollection of lis 


\ 


a 
« fruits of his garden, and the proviſion 
« he had made for an approaching 
« winter? What a wicked boy I am 
« ] have deceived my uncle, and been 
« a thief and a robber What will be- 


« come of me? How muſt I at ? What 
* ought I to do in ſuch a fituation?”. 


There was only one way by which he 
could poſſibly retrieve bis loſt honour, 
and this he reſolved to purſue. He 
emptied his hat and handkerchief of the 
cherries they contained, and put them 
through a cavity of the hedge into the 


garden . then, 8 faſt as he poſſibly | 
could, he returned to his uncle's houſe. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe his emotions 
when he entered the parlour--Mr — Sew- 
ell, however, was not there: : ſhame, 
4 returning emotion of guilt, urged him 
Ai to ſecrecy. He pauſed 2 moment--- 
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eyes, he wiped them away, and inquired 


minutes before he could tell. He then 


concealing not the minuteſt circum- 


. 
* 
* 


N | 

ky Shall I,” ſaid he, « conceal: my inet 
« Oh no---I have been guilty enough - 
5 already, I will make no addition to 
* my offences.” Tears fell from his 


of one of the ſervants for his uncle. 
<c He i is in the ſummer-houſe, Sir,” re- 
plic the man. Thither therefore he 
ted his trembling ſteps, and per- 
deiving Mr. Sewell, he covered his 
burning face with his hands, and throw. 
ing himſelf at his feet, burſt into an 
agony of tears. His uncle, aftoniſhed 
at this ſtrange behaviour, inquired e 
cauſe, which, however, it Was ſome 


made a diſcovery of his whole conduct, 


ſtance. When he had finiſhed his na- 


5 Be entreated his uncle s ſorgive- 
"Th 1 neſs, 


(( 2g- Y) 
neſs, and affitred him of his -refoltttion 
to make the man mn al the 

reparation in his power. G giookd ol 
ec And what reparation,” * win Mr. 
Sewell, with a look expreſſive: of the 
greateſt difpleafure, % will you make 
« that Being who knows every ſeoret of 
« the human heart; ko has wWitue 
« both your deceit and injuſtic | 
thur made ne reply, but by Wied 
ſobs : he had ſuffered himſelf te conſt- 
der his fault as trifling, and recollecæed 
not tlie udge whom ne partiality” could! 
| prejudice. IIis contrition, vas 
now ſineere, urged him to make imme 
diate atonement to the old man, and 
| catreating-his-unde*to let Nu return to 
the cottage, he gave its owner all that 
he poſſeſſed; 30 amounting tenen eight 
ſhillings. „ TIEN CLOSER ; 
Vo. II. 5 


S008 


5 i ture of the evil conſequences of guilt. 
Ae continued to languiſh three days in 


0 26 5 1 
gan to ſee Welt me il, o | RO | 
undoubtedly to the great quantity of 
cherries he had eaten, together with 
the ſtones. His diſorder increaſed ra- 
pidly, and Mr. Sewell, very much 
armed, ſent for a neighbouring apo- 
ary. He found his patient delirious, 
and declared there were very little hopes 
ike Every one in the houſe was 


| greatly afflicted at this nn 
till lately, ſupported * 1 of : 
very good boy. He was now, to all 
appearance, on his death bed, and had 
been reduced to this ſtate by his own 
folly. He preſented a melancholy pic 


dreadful ſufferings, before he ſhewed 


* 


* 

4. ans of returning! veabba- iſ 
firſt: objects he ſaw were, his uncle fi _ 
ting by his bed fide,” and his father and 
mother weeping over him. — 
«not grieve for me! ſaid he i; 0 
« T have been a very wicked boy, and 
«do not deſerve to live: but when: I 
«am dead, be kind to the poor old man "oY 
© whom I have ſo much injured,” He © 2 
could ſay no more, ſo debilitated was he 
by the violence of his diſorder. As ſoon: 
as he began to amend, he inquired or 
his friend Charles. His uncle told him, © 1 1/8 
that when his companion had fo haſtily I | 
left him, from fear of detection, he ran 
with ſo much ſpeed, that he fell down, 1 
and hurt himſelf in ſuch a manner, that: 8 1 kd 
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he Was obliged to be carried to his fa- 
her's houſe, and had ever ſince been - £ 
confined to his bed. What ſuffer- : 
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<< ings, ſaid the repentant Arthur, 
© have followed our guilt! Oh my 
dear father and mother, and you, my 
« kind uncle, if 1 ſhould ever recover, 
you ſhall ſee by my future conduct 
ce how: convinced 1 am, that to be good, 
eig the only way to be happy. By de- 
-grees he regained bis health, and evinced 
ever after, by his good. behaviour, that 
he was- Gnfibleof his errors. He was 
never more known to be deceitful, and 
continued a generous friend to the por 
cottager. Charles, in his fall received 2. 
Hurt in his hip, which could never be 
cured, and he continued lame all his 
life. He had, however, been taught- 
by experience, the baneſul conſequence: 
of ice, and that ſooner, or later, it ex- 
poſes its votaries to ſhame: and :mulcry; 
he ther fort cndeavoured, by correct 
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629) 
his faults, to merit the favour of h 
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Tim lib'ral charity bade ſorrow ceaſe, 


* 1 8 ] * 1 
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ties, | From door to door he begg'd his ſcanty fare, 
And ev” ry morning dawn'd to pain and care 1 


And led the mourner to the paths of peace, 5 


| Mu. Rawlins was poſſeſſed of a . 
unt villa near Lymin gton in Hamp- 
 thire ; the beauty of the country around, 
and its vicinity.to the ſea, made it a K. 
| lightful ſummer reſidence, It was du- 
ring their annual viſit, that Algernon, 
Philip, and Lauretta, (Mr. Raymond's 
children) were playing one morning it 
the garden, when a faitor ſeeing them 
„ throu gh the pal iſades, begged charity. 
A theſe children had always been ac- 


cu Ne 


— 


— 


n) . 
Tuſtomed to affluence, unmindful from 
whom that affluence was derived, and 
never remembering that the ſame God 
ho protected them, was alſo the pro- 
tector of the poor, they had learned a 
| ſypercilions contempt ſor every on e who 
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was not as well dreſſed as themſelves. 
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Inſtead therefore of pitying, they de- 
nded the misfortunes of the poor ſup- 
plicant, and were even wicked enough 
to throw dirt and gravel at Him. Mr. 
Raymond happened to paſs by at the 
time, and inquired of the man What had 
redwed him to fo abject a condition: '? 
He faid he had been wounded i in an en- 
agement at ſea, and had loſt one of his 
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legs, in conſequenee of which he was 


* 


diſabled from ſerving his Majefty, and 
had been diſmiſſed with but little to up- 
port him, and with no hope of relief but 

; 6 from 


„ 
rom the We and humane. Mr. 
Raymond gave him a ſhilling, ſaying, 
there is ſomething to reeligne your 
c preſent neceſſities, and you may like 
wife go and dine in the kitchen.“ 
God reward your benevolence 1 ld 
the; poor man, in a tranſport of .grati- 


WO {and T hope hie providenee wil 1 
*.never--let you want what yu ſo ibe- = 
© rally WEE 5 | 
After he had Aniſhed hermeal . 
Raymond gent for him into the parlour, il 
and with. the, greateſt-:affability aſked Wl | 
chim if be had made a good d dinner. 
«« Yes, indeed, Sir, replied be, Wl © 
thanks to your bounty, ſuch a one a4 Wil * 
„ never expected. to taſte again.” i 
Jou are perfecly welcome, my Wl © 


b, / bende, ſaid Mr. Rawlins, 11 but I 
« tell 


- "of 
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your life 
13 
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ſo p 
*© man ; 


m 
born of very credit- | 


able parents, and received from them 
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age 5 
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A 


finiſhed my 


F 
on board an Eaſt Ind 
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dlike to hear 


4 ſome account of yourſelf ; pray Con- 
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ts Far 
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ſcenes of life I 


have witneſſed; and the hardſhips I 
ou 
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e and various are the 
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covered an inclination for the fea, and 


* was therefore 
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was in a 
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but old 


now to creep upon me, ard Tam not 
hen Tha 


tive; 
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many years 


— 


. 


The Sa 


Fd 


* ſo able to bear any calamity-as I uſed 


1% be. 
Mr. Rawlins. 


learning, put 
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% good education. I very early diſ- 
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710 man 15 but even my firſt voyage \ Was | 
2 unfortunate, for being, with ſome of | 
- © the ſhip's company, ſoon after our ar- 
36 rival at Madras, ordered out with a 

boat, a ſudden gale ſprung up, and 
4% aſter being hurried along for ſome 

of time with inconceivable velocity, we 
Be. . were driven aſhore on one of thoſe 
. © iſlands in the Bay of | Bengal, called 
* the Nicobars. Weak, and tifed, 
© half famiſhed, and ſpent with fatigus 
ve haſtened immediately towards ſome 
8 habitations we ſaw at a. diſtance, 
„ which we hoped would afford us 
« ſhelter. The houſes had, to us, 
8 very fingular appearance, they were 
, raiſed on pillars about eight or ten 
K feet from the grou ad; which we af 
s terwards learned were intended to = 
« cure them from rats, and ſnakes, vil 
15 5 e « which 
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Call their | care; for the future gave 


them no concern. 


and m 


© ſie were their chief amuſements: tHe: 


© latter was only an 


"a bamboo 
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ired conſiderable re 


* 


inſtrument᷑ made of 


ancing 
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ith a ſtring fixe 
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rindows, and the en- 
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They ſeemed. cheer- 


cul and contented; the preſent: was. 
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uring 


« were without 
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t with theſe fi 


„trance Was by a trap door. We mace | 
« known, . as 'well as we : could, our 
« whatever the iſland produced. As 


« misfortune to the inhabitants, who 


6 their manners. 


iged to ſtay nearly a fort- 
mpl 
* people. N 
v opportunity of obſerving ſomething of 


« treated us with the utmoſt hoſpitality'; 
« they offered us pork, cocoa-nuts, and 


our boat requ 
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CEL: 
vs along it, and the place beneath Hol. 
oed: this, thoughü at, Cold pro- 
cduce no great variety bf tunes, 'whs by 
<0. means inharmonious, - eſpecially 

accom panied by the voice. The 

* virtue of 'honefty ſeemed to ſubſiſt 
among them in its moſt perfect ſtate. 
Locks and bolts were unknewn to 
_ «them, and if they were going 3 
« journey; they never thought of faſten- 
ing their doors, but truſted to ſbe 
ſtronger ſecurity of heir neighbour's 

of 0. integrity. They were ignorant ol 
every kind of ſcience, and whenever 
they madè a voyage to another place 

1 „it was always perſormed by the help of 
1 dhe ſun and ſtars. Like-moſt barbarous 
_ « nations, they ate and drank to the 

ec orcateſt exceſs, and their feaſts: gene. 
48 * ed in intoxication. As the 
| 6 iſland 
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« iſland abounded with timber, we were 
«ceatly ſapplicd with the means of re- 
«-pairing* our boat; which having 
« finiſhed, we embarked, and arrived 
in ſafety at Madras. We found our 
«companions well, who imagmed we 
« had" all been deſtroyed by theiftorm. 
Teontinued ſome years int the India 
«ſervice, and then, being pofſefſed of 
0 ſome little property, 8. purchaſed part 
«of a veſſel, in which I ſalled as maſ- 
ter. I tock in à freicht at London 
*for Barcelona, from "whence 1 pro- 
0 teeded” to Buenos Ayres. Ah, Sir! 
© what'ſcenes of oppreſſion and cruelty 
e did there witneſs lit is ſcarcely pol- 
«ſible to eonceive that one part "bf" the 
human ſpecies fhould' take a delight 
ein rendering the other ſo miſtrable. 
boy. have ofterthought, if the ricli knew 
* how 
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© how many of the poor ſuffer the ervel. 
© eſt calamities to procure their lau- 
«ries, they would learn to ſuppreſs J 
e their ſuperfluous, wiſhes, and endea- 
2 * your to make the lot of -mankind 
« * more equal. Here have I ſeen Parents 


« dragged, from their- children „ buf 


bands from their Wives, and relations 
E. ſeparated for ever, to labour harder 


** than beaſts of burden; and doomed 
or to all theſe miſeries in a country 


=» which of right belonged to theniſelres 


« ] was, during my ſtay there, A- 
42 quainted with a native of Peru, who 
* would often. entertain. me with ſome 


account of his country. His anceſ- 
4 tors belonged to the court of the un- 
< fortunate: Inca Atahualaph. The cru- 
 elty exerciſed by the Spaniards upon 
* the wretehed natives exceeds all cre- 


« dibility. 


{ 39 + 
8 « diility Sufficiently, however, have 


« th eſe barbarous ravagers beenpunithed, 
« even by that influx of wealth which 


« they ſought with ſuch avidity. When 
« firſt the Spaniards appeared | in P cry, 
«c they were regarded by the natives 28 


« ſuperior order of beings ; the richeſt 


« preſents were ſent them, and they 
« were ſtiled the children of the Sun. 
6 They, however, baſely violated every 
* tie of hoſpitality, took the Inca pri- 


* ſoner, murdered the nobility, and at 


« laſt treacherouſly put an end to the 


monarch's exiſtence, after having re- 


« ceived immenſe ſums for his ranſom. 


peru and Chili were deluged with the 
blood of the unfortunate natives, the 


royal line was deſtroyed, and the Spa- 
* niſh yoke ſubſtituted in its room. The 
0 temples were demoliſhed, their religion 


* Was 
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#114 
C2845 260% SEERL 
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er a8 ridiculed, and every indignity " 
„ ſered by the inſolent uſurpers. The 
e. © Tands were portioned out to the Spa- 
ee Hiards, and the natives: ſold as appur- 
a tenances to the eſtate. Remon- 
ſtrances were vain, and ſupplications 
* diſregarded ; eommon humanity was 
os violated, and nothing appeared but 
e bloodſhed and oppreſſion. The per- 
on who gave me theſe” particulars, 
e though deſcended from an illuſtrious 
race, was employed as a common 
< flaye. The rod of tyranny had not 
* ſabdued his feelings, and he wept 
* with the moſt poignant anguiſh when | 
e he related the injuries of his ſuffering 
% country. Theſe, indeed, Were ſo 
e firikitig that J felt a ſecret joy when 


* 1 teft the 'ſtttoment ; for it was dread- 
8 ; REF . 160 ful 
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8 « for their cruelty, and no longer fuf- 
I fered to ſeize the poſſeſſions of others,” 
4 Faſked her if this was her only child; 
he fad, * Yes, ſhe had had two others 
s but they were dead. Oh,“ cried the, 
her tears flowing afreſh; what a life 
e of ſorrows has mine been! I was 
et married to Surani, the ſon of Nar- 
et hama, the beſt youth of our tribe; 

our days were happy, we had co 
zee nuts in abundance, our | but was 
«decked with ſpoils, and we flept at 
6 night on the ſofteſt ſkins. We ſuny 
e throughout the day, and ſeemed th 
<< moſt favoured by the great Virachoca 
But the thunder of the white men 
zee was heard in our country, we welt 

” 60 torn from our habitations, our aged 
de ſires were murdered, and we were 


n here to ſervitude and miſery 
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„ We wept with the earlieſt dawn of 
morning, and all day groaned in fet- 
ters. A few months fince, my be- 
„loved Surani, with ſome more of his 
« kindred, reſolved to fl y from their 
«tyrants, and ſeek ſhelter among the 

„mountains; but their intention was 
hes diſcovered, and they were ſent to 

work in the mines of Peru. Oh that 

] had died before my huſband was 

| -* torn from me! Oh that the God: of 
6 thunder had ſtruck me in his ven- 
© geance, and made me wither in the 
* prime of my days! Oh that ſome 

* adder had pierced me with his ſtin g= 
* for even he would have been more 
- merciful | "than Europeans ! They 
* make me live to weep for Surani 5 


and to ſee wot laſt Dope . in my 
* arms,* - AVG in Aa nan 
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« [tried to comfort her, but al my 
ec efforts were vain; her infant died; 
40 were, and after ſome ſearch, 
et her body was ſound in one of the 
lakes. She had broken the hard fettes 
of enptivity, and ruſlied uncalled to 
ce. the arms of ber God. I was newer 
ee more afflicted by any incident in thy 
. OP eee enen of this poor 
dan. She was buried by fome 
2 ef her kindred, and- the. following 
«lines NM e 
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8 rejoice } Alzale rg 
She ſeeks in yonder ſpangled ſkies 
pair freedoni's ſacred form. 
No more ſhall ſlay'ry goad her breaſt, 
No more ſhall rob her ſoul of reſt, 
But hope her heart ſhall warm. 


No more from power ſhe dreads alarms, 
No more is wreſted from her arm 
: . : . TM 


RE. 

The hutband of her ſoul; 8 

No more the chilly touch of death! 8 
Her ſmiling children robs of breath, 


Nor gives to joy controul,. 
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No more the rolling ſtorm ſhe-hears, 

No more the livid lightning fears, 
Which ſcatters dread around. 

Fair freedom now ſupports her head, 

She ſits beneath the tan rind made, 
And hears the dulcet ſound. 
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The jocund reed to joy invites, 

And crowns with bliſs the FE nights, 
And wakes the ſmiling morn, +? 

The cocoa's flowing bowl ſhe ſips;. 

And ſweet ananas court her lips, . 
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Whilſt joy her brows adorn. 
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Let then no tear be ever ſhed 
Beſide this, manſion of the dead, 
For ſad Almala's fate ! | 
Far in the grave exempt from care, oF 
The tyrant cannot wound-her there, £254 
Nor pierce with ranc'rous hate. | 
. £ " There 
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64 6 F 
There iojur's tribes ſhall guide the Neel, 
Bid European boſoms feel 2 F< > 
The Moes. they here imparts | 
There vengeful ſhades ſhall haunt their fi whe, 
Torment them thro? the gloomy night, 
And ſtrike the gulty __ dated 


. 
-- 1 


| Shall teach 4 that the righteous God 
win point his arrows, guide his rod, 
To puniſh crimes below: 
Then ſhall they learn, (ho then too nie) 
That juſtice, (ſuch the will of fate) 
; Ts ſure, tho? ſometimes ſlow l 


« After I left South America,” con- 
tinued the flor, * I made many voy- 
ages to different places, and I believe 
there is ſcarcely a corner of the known 
cc world I have not viſited; and I have 
60 univerſally obſerved that thoſe | nations 
were the happieſt, and moſt formi- 


«c . who poſſeſſed lcaſt wealth.” 
U 77k M. 


J 


« cal to laſting happineſs; perhaps' 


that they become the puniſhment * 
« their poſſeſſors. 


« the veſſel, of which I was chief pro- 


© and was then releaſed. with nothing 
© but the tattered. cloaths I wore, in a 
 firange country. I had, however, 
been too much enured to hardſhips' 
"to fink under them; I knew that 
* fortitude and reſolution might ſill 
do much for me, and that though 


to 


Mr. Rawlins. 7 79 There is, indeed, 5 


(6 very often in riches ſomething inimi- 
« it is that they are ſo often drawn from”. 
| © the miſeries and labours of others, 
The Sailor. About four years ago, 


6prietor, was taken by the French. 
© Fifteen months I lingered i in priſon,” 


"my fituation ſeemed deplorable, it 
"vas not beyond the power of Heaven 
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- 60 to amend it. I procured. a-Paſſay: 
"be inia:ſhip: which was.failing_to- Ham- 
e burgh, aud from thence p 

Leto England. As I had Loſt all the 


IJ board a man of war, and: by tlin in- 
0 tereſt of the captain was madequaſter's 
mate. It. is now five months-finee [ 
«loſt my leg, and fickneſs and trouble 


Eu, OUNCE to 


<<; beings-thie happieſt ha bas a conſci- | 


.<:ence-untaintedþy:iguiltz anda mind 
4 5 


AS). 


ceeded 


e property I poſſeſſed, I entered on 


4% have brought me to this abje& ſtate. 
have out- lived all my relations, and 
äſeem doomed to paſs my: days in ſoli- 
« tary poverty. Few. men have ſeen 

more of liſe than myſelf: and- there 
is one obirr vation I have drawn from 


« have an, PEER: is of fall ume 


« 0 


o —— — 
- — — 


Cc fo well 3 as to be able to a- - I ; N g 
« commodate itſelf to whatever the wik- : | 
dom of Heaven ſhall think fit to 
« ordain . N 
It was impoſſible for Mr. and Mrs.” BY 
Rawlins not to be ſtruck with the un- : 
affected piety of this worthy man ; and 1 
alter a few minutes filence the former 
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nid, «I have a project in my mind, 


my friend, which, if you approve, 1 
0 will ſecure you from poverty, and 

© enable you to end your days with 

N ſome degree of comfort. I am now : 


jn want of a ſteward. R know no a8 
One more likely to fill that office with | 4 ; | | g 

* propriety than yourſelf. I with not 1 
emy poor. tenants to be oppreſſed, 
*though I deſire not to ſupport the 

© indolent and lazy.” ; 
Vol. IK - 8 The 
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(CW) 
The failor's gratitude for this uner- 
pected good fortune Was beyond all 
bounds, and unable to utter what be 
felt, he burſt into tears of joy. "When 
he was ſomewhat recovered, he thanke 
Mr. Rawlins in the warmeſt manner, 
and was immediately inveſted in his 
new office. / 

During his relation, the Hearts of the 
children had been agitated by various 
emotions, ſometimes they looked at each 
1 other, then at the failor, and then they 
ole a glance at their parents; but the 

angry looks they gave them ſufficiently 
ſhewed their diſpleaſure. Aſter the 
failor had left the room, Mr. Rawlins 
1 aſked A] gernon what HE thought of the 
man he had treated with fach indignity 
Algernon fat filent, wagon with 
Thame, «I will tell you,” faid his 
father 7 


. 

father, what I think; that he is as 
cc much ſuperior to yourſelf, your bro- 
« ther, and ſiſter, in real merit, as you 
«are to him in rank. He ennobles 
« his ſtation by virtue, fortitude, and 
e the nobleſt ſentiments: you degrade 


 &0ur's by inſolence, meanneſs, and 
pride. The heart which, unmoved, 


* treſs, has but little to boaſt ; and the 
| © nate, ſinks its poſſeſſor even beneath 
* contempt. You are unworthy the 


« farours Heaven has beſtowed upon 


row you ſhall appear in a habit as 
"mean as your diſpoſitions.” The 


and the next mornin g the two boys, 


D 2 ac- 


„can behold a fellowy- creature in dil. 
„mind which can inſult the unfortu- 
"you; go now to your room, to-mor- 


children crept ſobbing out of the room, 


uſtead of the elegant dreſs they were 
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( 52 
accnſtomed to, were clad in the hum 
ble attire of peaſants; Lauretta's meth 
frock was changed. for a- ſtuff gown, 
and the reſt of her cloaths were equally 


| homely. When they appeared at 
breakfaſt their parents took no notice 
of them, but after dinner Mr. Rawlins 
. faid, « You are not thus habited becauſe 
« ſuch cloaths are in themſelves a di- 
“ grace to the wearer, but becauſe you 
s ſeem to think that thoſe who arc 
« dreſſed with elegance want nothing 
os more to make them eſtimable. Such 
« an idea, which ſprings equally from | 
« pride and ignorance, is ſo ſubverſive 
< of every thing great and noble ; that 
* it is my duty, as your parent, to cor- 
6c rect it. Hence, therefore, you ap- 
« pear thus; for, believe me, with your 
Ls 22 I ſhould think you equally 
(e un. 


„ 
« unworthy whether you were habited 
as you are to-day, or as you are uſu- 
( ally accuſtomed to be. 
And now inform me in what re- 
« ſpe&t theſe cloaths have- altered you 
« from what you formerly were; the 
« occaſion of your putting them on, 
« may indeed fill you with ſhame and 
* ſorrow, but, excepting that, are you 
** leſs capable of being happy than you 
were before? Are you leſs able to be 
* good, gentle, and obliging ? And may 
Sa vou not be equally obedient and at- 
„ tentive to your Mama and me?“ 
The little weeping culprits ſobbed a 
reply, . and Mr. Rawlins continued, 
* how ungenerous, then g was your con- 
„duct to this poor ſailor ! he ſuppli- 
"cated your bounty, and you derided, 
* inftead of relieving him. Had he 
| TH “been 


£2 


( 54 ) 
© been well-dreſſed you would have 
« behaved otherwiſe ; in either caſe 
* you knew nothing of his real merit; 
"x but, like many other fooliſh wicked 
"IR people, you thought his poverty au- 
c thoriſed you to inſult him, though to 
« affluence you would have behaved 
« with reſpect, and given to that what 
o you had denied to merit.” 5 
The children, aſhamed « of their con- 
duct, made repeated promiſes of amend · 
ment; ; and it was the care of their 
parents to convince them that virtue 
was preferable to fine cloaths, and that 
merit may often be found with N 


and rags. 3 5 d 


And canſt thou pleaſure call what cauſes pain f 
Ah, pauſe a moment, and thy mirtir reſtrain l 
Know, that what robs another of his eaſe, 

Nor can, . nor. ought. the gen'rous mind to pleaſe; 

Ne'er then indulge. a wiſh to purchaſe joy, | 

By thoſe baſe means which other's peace deſtroy | 


THE winter was ſet in with very great 

ſer erity, the poor little birds could 
inch nothing to eat, the water was ffo- 
zen over with a thick ice, and the 


. 2 1 a : ST Ob | 
ground was covered with ſnow, when 


William and his brother George went 
out to make ſnow-balls. They had 
nforanately a great inclination. for 
what they called fun; regardleſs whether 
in pleaſing themſelves they did not in- 
D 4 jure 
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C89.) 
jure ſome one elle. They had, pelted 
each other for a confiderable time, when 
a poor old woman happened to paſs by 
with a baſket on her head, filled with 
little boxes, ſteel pins, and ſeveral other 
things which ſhe ſold. The boys when 
they ſaw her, marked her as an object 
which would afford them ſome merri- 
ment. William pulled off his hat, and 
making her a low bow, ſaid, Hot 
edo you do, Madam? it is very cold 
<-weather to trudge along on foot, 1 
te wonder you do not go about i in your 
2 eee 

“God bleſs you, walter * a 
the woman, I have no carriage but 
„my ten toes; and though it is very 
© cold, poor people muſt not mind that, 
| but be very thankful if they can get 
« a bit of victuals and a ſhelter at night, 

of Dont 


5 


( 57) 


« hoxes, or balls? I have. a great va- 
« riety.“ . 
© You have, indeed,” ſaid George; 
« but we do not want boxes, and as 
« for balls we can make plenty of them 
of ſnow, which wall coſt us nothing.” 
The woman finding they would not 
buy, put the baſket upon her head and 


many ſteps when they each aimed a 


that, and to add to her diſaſter, a ſudden 
quall of n blew off her bonnet, | 
which was ſoon. carried to ſome diſ- 
lance. - K 

to expire with laughing, and crept be- 
D 5 hind 


left them ; but ſhe had not proceeded 


ſnow-ball ſo dextrouſly at her head, 
that touching the baſket, down it came: ; 
the boxes rolled this way, the balls 


William and his 3 were DU 


2 


« Don't you want, Sir, to buy any 
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1 
| hind a tree that they might enſoy the 
| ſport unfeen. 

They had not been fiationed there | 
many minutes, when a huſbandman 
coming paſt, and ſeeing the woman's 
difireſs, offered to help her. Some 
of her goods were damaged by the fnow, 
and others the could not find. Her 
bonnet, notwithſtanding her ſearch, ſhe 
could no where diſcover, and fhe londly 
lamented her loſs. Two impadent 
ie httle boys,” ſhe told the man, © had 
© been the cauſe of her misfortunes, by 
« throwing ſnow-balls at her head.” 
44 wiſh I eould ſee them,” anfwwered 
the man, © and 1 would ſoon make 

* them repent their joke.” 
© William and George hearing this be- 
| gan to be much frightened, leſt thc 
man ſhould diſcover them, and put lis 
3 threat 


( 59 ) 


8 4 
34 4 
24 © 
23 | w 
* = 43 
« 2 w 
FER 
© $- ® 
8 AQ 8 
3 88 
= mn 5 
S225 
3 5 2 


1 4 8 
175 
F I $ 
- 2 
3 5 8 
I 8 3 
ES 

2 4 
5 3 * 
Py .. 6 
Q = O 
FR = — 
3 2 
2 3 8 
1 - 
144 


vas removed, their father in 


uired how ._ 


they had paſſed their time ſince they 


leſt their tutor? 


« Making ſnow-balls, Papa, an- 


ſyered George. 


— 


And at whom did you 


« throw them?“ 


Mr. Toad. 


. 


# 


alam. © At each other firſt, Papa, : 
*and then at an old woman's head, 


*ſo. cleverly, that they puſhed her 


„ baſket plump down. Her hat blew 


6 off 


2 


and if you had but ſeen what a 


<. dro 


Ds 


L 25 + 

7 1 4 p OY 
O . N 
1 


* manner!“ 5 


8 the meant to do with the b * 


« think her an object for ridicule, and 


| ( bo I. 
« droll figure ſhe looked „you would | 
% have died with laughing.” 


Mr. Todd. Had ſhe any thing i in 
c her baſket? 


William. * Oh, yes, a thouſand 
« things. Some flew helter-ſkelter one 
« way, ſome another. I never laughed 


«fo much in my life. Then ſhe began 
* grumbling and WO in ſuch a 


Mr. Todd. © And do you know 4 


« had in her baſket ?” 


George. © To ſell them, Papa; for 
1 ſhe told us ſhe was very happy if ſhe 
could get victuals and ö a ſhelter at 


“& night.” 
Mr. Todd. Then how could you 


« not content with deridin g her fitua- 
| s tion, 


— 


a» 


( 6r ) 

« tion, take from her the means of pro- 
« viding for her ſupport ). Her boxes, 
« and whatever elſe ſhe ſold, you muſt 
© be ſure would in ſome degree be da- 
ws maged by the fall, and by that means 
become unfit for ſale. Such a loſs 
« may to her be irreparable ; ſee then 
« how Jearly \ was have rr 88 
* ſport.” 

William and Ubi ſaid, they did 
not mean to do her any harm; they 
only wiſhed to have a little fun. 
That may be an excuſe to your- 
g ſelves,” rep! ied their father, « but it 
is a very poor reparation to the wo- 
man for her loſs.” 

The two boys ſeemed not much con- 
rinced by what Mr. Todd had ſaid, 
ſtill perſiſting there could be no harm 
in a little fun. 


George's 


( 62 


— s birth-day arrived ſoon aſter, 
which was to be celebrated as a little 
feſtival. A large cake had been ſent 
him from London by his godfather, | 
He. took it to ſhew His brother the 
e and the charming ſugar 
with which it was froſted, and after ad- 
miring it ſome time, he ſaid he would 
into the parlour upon his head. 
Henry, his younger brother, ſeeing this 
went ſoftly behind him, and giving him 
2 ſudden puſh, down he fell. George 
was but little hurt, but the cake was | 
broken into a thouſand pieces, and all 
the fwectmeats totally deſtroyed. He 
burſt into tears, and running to bis 
Papa, told him his misfortune ; beg- 

ging him at the fame time to. puniſh | 


wy = 
« Why,” ſaid Mr. Todd, “ have 
ce you ſo ſoorr changed your ſentiments 2 
„I thought there was no harm in a 
« little fun.” 
| George: « Oh, but there i is m this, 
« Papa, becaufe you know the cake 
vas to have been for our feaſt.” : 
Mr. Todd. If, then, you feel this 
« to be an injury, which only robs you 
« of what you can well ſpare, how 
much more faulty was your conduct 
to the poor woman, whoſe whole ſub- 
* fiſtence depended upon the profits: 
of what you wantonly deſtroyed you 
«thought that a trifle, becauſe you felt 
no inconvenience from it; but no 
| * fooner, by a ſimilar action, do. you 
become a ſufferer, than you learn 
* that nothing can juſtly be conſidered 
*as a joke, by which my one is injured. 
Re- 
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Behold the tyrant! e'en his name abhorr'd, 
Deſpis'd at home, and infamous abroad 3 

All join to whelm him with ajuſt diſgrace, 
And mark his deeds opprobrious to Bis race: 
He ſinks unpity'd, no kind hand to ſave, 

But thouſands ſhout o'er his unhallow'd grave. 


QCTAVIUS had a 1 little ; mg. 
which he uſed frequently to ride. 

The animal was extremely docile, and 

vould Dry him many miles. Nu- 

nerous were the pleaſures, Poppet (or 

ſlo the poney was called) had procured 

| Oltavius, In the ſummer, h he could, by . 

means of his Horſe, travel half over the 

country, viſit his young friends, and 

par take 


partake of all that could pleaſe or delight, 
Any one would ſuppoſe it was impoſſi- 
ble to treat ſuch a uſeful animal un- 
kindly : but, alas! Octavius would fre- 
quently hip aud ſpur him in the moſt 
unmerciſul manner, without any cauſe 
whatever, His gentleneſs was termed 
ſtupidity, and his patience under the 
blows he endured, obſtinacy. Octavius, 
with all the cruelty of tyranny, would | 

frequently mW treat this poor animal, 
merely becauſe ĩt was in his power to do 
- fo. He was one day riding him, and 
as uſual ſpurring him till the blood 
trickled down His ſides, when the poor 
animal panting with anguiſh, and pro- 
voked beyond all endurance, galloped 
off at a moſt violent rate. In vain Oc- 
tavius pulled the bridle, * or wounded 
_ afreſh his mangled fide ; he was unable | 
HEE 3 1 


„ 
+ ſtop him, and was obliged to exert 
all his ſtrength to keep his ſeat. After 
running ſome time in. the moſt rapid 


| manner, the poney ſuddenly ſtopped, | 
and funk down on the earth. This 
happened 1 in-the middle of the turnpike 
road, where numerous paſſengers were 
paſſing; A- party of gentlemen in "I 
chaiſe ſeeing' Ocavius entangled in his 
firtups, ordered tlie poſtillion to ſtop, 
and with great good nature alighting 
from: the carriage, helped him to- riſe. 
Mey then endeavoured. to raiſe the po- 
ney, but what was their indignation at 
nt: the unfortunate animal's 
Needing ſides! They looked at Oftavius 
vith anger and contempt, and one of. 
tiem taking the horſe whip from the 
poltillion, gave him ſeveral ſevere laſhes. 
& ou little, unfecling raſcal !” ſaid the 
ſtranger, 


( 68 ) 
ftranger, © ſo ' cruelly to treat a Poor 
* unoffending animal. Go,” cried he, 
continuing his diſcipline, * and learn to 
feel the agonies you have inflicted.” 
He then with his companions got into 
the chaiſe, and drove off, leaving Octa- 
Vius ſobbing with pain. He toek the 
bridle off his poney, and was leading 
him home, when a poor- labourer met 
bim, and regarding the animal ſome mi- 
nutes, exclaimed, You young rogue 
« if you were my ſon, I would treat you 
. * as you have treated your horſe.” He 
then gave him a blow with a fink he 
bad in his hand, and walked off. The 
pain Octavius now ſuffered, was more 
ſevere than before, and he fat down on 
a bank by the fide of the road, till be 
was able to proceed. But here another | 


mortification awaited him.; ſome ladies 
. 3 and 
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and gentlemen who were paſling, ſtopt 
to look at him, and his unfortunate 
horſe. They made the ſevereſt reflec- 


tons on the inhumanity with which the 
animal had been fo evidently treated, 

and declared a boy ſo void of feeling was 
a diſgrace to the name of a gentleman. 
Aſhamed, tired, and weeping with pain, 
he aroſe, and ſlowly proceeded to his 
father's houſe, leaving Poppet in the 


and ſaddle. He then went to his ne 
room, where he began weeping atreth, 
As he reflected on what he had himſelf 
ſuffered, he for the firſt time in his life 
felt pity for his horfe. His own pain 
from the chaſtiſement he had received, 
awakened in his boſom a ſenſe. of what 
the poor animal muſt feel when his 
ſides were torn with the ſpur. He re- 
collected 


park, after he had taken off the bridle 
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"CW 
collected that Poppet had always been a 


faithful ſervant to him, and till -this 


morning had never reſented the aggra- 


vated crueltics he had received. As le 


conſidered all this, he determined in fi- 


ture to alter his conduct, and to become 


as kind, as he had been a cruel maſter, 
His father had that day a very large 
party to dinner, and amongſt other con- | 
verſation, one of the company aſked a | 
gentleman, who fat next to him, when 
he had: ſeen Mr. Percival, his particular 
friend? I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
4. him this morning,” anſwered the gen- 
fleman, * he ſtopt at my houfe, in hi 
« way to town; but he had met with 
« an accident on the road which had 
e given him ſo much pain, that he was ] 
„ unable to baniſh it from his mind. 


* 10 friend is a man of great humanity, 


Top : 4 and 


E 9 

« and cannot bear to ſee wanton cruel- 
«ties exerciſed upon any one. He hap- 
60 pened to overtake a boy who had 
« ſpurred his horſe, till his fides ſtreamed 
« with blood and it lay panting on 
« the ground with anguifh. He horſe- 
« whipped the boy, but I am afraid the 
« heart which could be capable of ſuch 
© barbarities, was too radically corrupted 
« to be eaſily corrected. It is ſhocking 
© to behold ſuch eruelty in any one, but 
in children, whom one ſhould hope 
* were yet untainted by guilt, it is dou- 
© bly dreadful ; ſince what may we 
„not dread in riper years from thoſe, 
„who, even in "their infancy, ſhew 
| * themſelves ſuch monſters ** During 
this ſpeech, the · cheeks of Octavius were 
tnged with the deepeſt crimſon, his 
tands tremkled, he laid down his kniſe 

and 
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_ eyes of every one were inſtantaneouſſj 


company, imagining his tears were thoſe 


conſcious how little he deſerved fuch 


him to ſpeak, he cried out, Oh load 


for I have deſerved both It was ! 
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4 teſtable to you.” He then haſtened 


« : 5 in 
1 440 . 3 


| 
K 


and fork, and at len gth, unable to re- 
ſtrain his feelings, burſt into tears. The 


turned towards him, whilſt ſome of the 


of ſenſibility awakened by the laterecital, 
loudly praifed his humanity, which 
they contraſted with the cruelty they 
thought ſo abhorrent to his nature, But 


praiſe, it became the fevereſt cenſure, 
and as ſoon as his ſobs would ſuffer | 


“me with your reproaches, your hatred, | 
8 who ſo cruelly treated that poor aui 
66 mal, but believe me my conduct s 


* now as odious to myſelf, as it is de 


out of the room, to indulge his ſeeling 


"ua —— 


( 73 3 


in private, His repentance was ſincere, 


* 


and he ſoon aſter walked into the park, 


aſhamed to meet the eyes of the com- 
pany. But here poor Poppet immedi- 


ately preſented himſelf to his view; 


and no ſooner did the animal perceive 


bim, than he came gambolling towards 


him, as if to demonſtrate his joy at ſee- 
ing him. * Poor fellow!“ ſaid Octa- 
vius, wiping the tears from his eyes, 
„ou have indeed been cruelly treated, 
* but you ſhall find me in future more 


"deſerving your attachment.” He then 


went to one of his father's grooms, whom 


he entreated to accompany him to Pop- 
pet, and telling him in what a ſtate the 
animal's fides were, the man carried 


bome balſam, which he applied to the 


wounds, and ttey were in a few days 
healed. 


Vor, II. 


A 


E Octavius 


( 74 ) 

Octavius uniformly kept his promiſe, 
and not only treated Poppet with more 
tenderneſs, but endeavoured in every 
reſpect to correct the ferocity of his dif- 
poſition. In this he was aſſiſted by the 
counſel and attention of his father, and 
as few things are impoſſible to thoſe 
who have reaſon and reſolution, Octa- 
vius not only corrected his evil habits, 
but was at length as deſervedly beloved 
for his humanity, as he had been juſtly | 
hated for his cruelty. 


And 


CIT F 


And doſt thou think that dreſs can e er impart 
True dignity, or virtue to the heart ? 

Can it avert the hand of dire diſeaſe ? 

Or bid the guilty taſte of joy and eaſe ? 

Or ſtop the foot of quickly- flying time 2 

Or give thee charms, or bid thee ſoar ſublime 
Like ative, gefi'rous worth? Oh no—its power 
Is but the ſplendid bawble of an hour ; 

Regarded by the wiſe with juſt diſdain, 
And pleaſin 80 none except the proud, and vain, 


THE haughty pride of Thereſa was in- 
ſupportable, and made her juſtly 
odious to all who were acquainted with 
her. She regarded nothing but fine 
doaths, elegant equipages, and a nu- 
neous retinue ; and whoever poſſeſſed 
„ theſe, 


* 


Ly” 
theſe, ſhe thought required nothing 
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more. 'Theacquirements and virtues of 
the mind ſhe deemed worthy the atten- 
tion of none bat the vulgar. She was 
haughty and tyrannical to her inferior, 

: proud to her equals, but mean and ſer- 
vile to her ſuperiors. As her father lived | 
in a very fplendid ſtile, ſhe had fey 
competitors in the country where ſhe rc- 
ſided. Not far from the manſion houſe 
ſtood the parſonage, where a very wor- 
thy clergyman reſided, named Amherſ. 
He had a large family, and Therefi 
would ſometimes honour (as ſhe termed 
it) theſe children with a viſit. As her 
pride was of that contemptible fort which 
delights in convincing others of ther 
inferiority, ſhe would, whenever ſhe 

_ viſited at the parſonage, dreſs herſeli 
with the moſt ſtudied elegance, in order 
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1 
to oppreſs with her ſplendour thoſe 


whom, ſhe knew, could not imitate it. 
But when thus decked out ſhe could 
| never ſtir without danger of ſpoiling 
ſome of her finery ; and was therefore 
obliged to fit ſtill whilſt her companions 
were happily enjoying the privileges of 
their age. Her behaviour made her a 
very unwelcome viſitor ; nor was there 
a little heart at the parſonage, which 
did not rejoice at her departure. She 
was accuſtomed to ſpend the winter in 
London, and it was during her abſence 
from the country, that Mr. Amherſt re- 
ceired into his houſe the fon of Lord 
Sommerton. This nobleman, who 
wiſhed his ſon to truſt to virtue, and not 
| to birth and fortune alone, for reſpect, 
he knew no one more capable of inſtil- 
ling the pureſt precepts of goodneſs into 
E 3 the 


8 
e 
the youthful heart, than Mr. Amherft. 
Edward, for ſo the young gentleman va; 
called, had been early accuſtomed to 
every gymnaſtic exerciſe of which he wa 
capable. His habits of life were fitted to 
make him vigorous and healthy; he was | 
dreſſed in the plaineſt manner, roſe early 
and purſued ſome of the: exerciſes in 
which he moſt delighted. He had an 
apen countenance, which the roſy hue 
of health helped. bo adorn. - His temper 
was amiable, he was generous, affec- 
tionate, and fincere; delighting in every 
kind of knowledge, and bleſt with an 
underſtanding of the firſt order. The 
contraſt between his manners and thoſe 
of Miſe Newman, was too obvious to 
paſs unnoticed. Her ſupercilious pride in 
- vain ſought the regard, which the unal | 
n worth of Edward ſeldom failed io 


ſecure. 


ee ir 


4 
_ 
41 
* « 
1 
72 LY 
17. * 
— 
- » 
FTC 
TY 
g 
abs 
1 4 [4 
\ Ot] 
—— 
1 94 
1 7 
n 
2 
+ 91 
148 
. 
"i + 8 
28 . 
. . 
4 Cs 
<0 Y 
"v3 oF 
VF os 
IE F: 
: *s 
1 
18 
1 
Ber 
"= 7 1 
ry 1 Wy. $0 
— 7 * 
FF. SE 
-_ 5 
8 *S : 
_ 3 
1 & 
1 
bt < 5 
A+; * 
9 = 
RISKS 
123 
. 
j 
* , 3 Þ 
of Ron \ 
g 7 x 
_ a 13 
= et } 
0 - 
© 4h. ul 
8+ 
2 L 4 
1 £ 
o 7 / 4 
9 N 
-£ 2 $ & 
_ ö 
_ . 
ek 5. 
==. - 
7 * IJ * N 
9 1 
| 4 
7 r 
i SES q 
. 
- RS < 
_ > 
(os 
__ \* * 
_— 2x 
- 252% Y 
oO 
o * 
n 
_ * 
1 " * * 
* * 
n 
_— x. 
Rs” 2, 3 7 
> KS 08 
n 
N LF 
ee 
1 
_ = 
N $2 -F 
n 
5 * 4 
3 
4 A 
$3448) 
r 
$8 5 
F 
2 18 . 
n 
* i "20: 
HF 8 
54 1 
. 
1 
5 + 5 iy 
£0 g 
. 
{Y 1 
2 7 1 
2 1 
9 2 138 
? RIES. 
n 
3 
—_— 
2A * 
4385 
ES 6 L 
1 
{BEE * 
bs 2 1 1 
n 
N 2 * * 
= 3 
» 3x 
3 > 
I . 
- 
163368 1 
Be 237 
13 5 3 1 
3 
5 + %$S: 
= > 54 4 
20 yt 4 


AP 
* 
WA 


| " IE Pts IO TIES nn YEP te T0 NE, F 
— r 2 „. - Ae, Gl 
„„ oe RS I . A 8 
> ; _ — A n NN 
2 , - p - 1 ky 
e 


— 3 


CT + 
ſecure. She had been but a few days 
returned into the country, when ſhe de- 
| termined on making a viſit to the par- 
ſonage, in order to diſplay the finery ſhe 
had brought from London. She was 
wholly unacquainted with Edward's re- 
fidence in the neighbourhood, and when 
ſhe faw him with the young Amherſis, 
ſhe took him for ſome farmer's ſon, and 
ſelt very much offended that he ſhould 
have been invited to meet her. They all 
walked into the garden, and Edward ga- 
thered ſome ſtrawberries, which he pre- 
ſented to Thereſa upon a leaf. But ſhe, 
in the rudeſt manner imaginable, toſſed 
them from her, and ſaid © ſhewas not 
* accuſtomed to aſſociate with clowns.” 
Edward looked at her with ſome ſurpriſe, 
and ſaid, “a motive of civility had in- 
5 duced him to offer them, but that he 


E 4 «© was 


WW) 


« was ſorry he had ſo much offended 
« her.” | 
A beg,” replied ſhe, “ you will not 


* offer me any iinpertinent reflections; 
ſuch language may ſuit very well your 
« father's ploughmen, and thoſe you are 
« accuſtomed to mix with, but it is very 
e unbecoming to me!“ She then turned 
into another walk, and would join in no 
amiſement. A ſummons to tea ſoon 
after led them to the houſe, They were 
ſcarcely ſeated when Mr. Amherſt faid, 
addrefling his pupil, “ Edward, I have | 
« juſt received ſome news which I think 
« will give you the ſincereſt Pleaſure 
Not, however, to keep you in ſuſpenſe, 
"66 your father is coming to ſee you.” ; 
& Is this really true?“ ſaid Edward, 
his 2 . with the livelieſt jo), 


„% d 


(8 ) 

« do you, indeed, mean Lord Sommer- 
* ton, my Papa pp? 

Mr. Amherſt.. © Indeed I do.” 

Edward. “ And when, Sir, will he 
© he here? | 

Mr. Amberſt. © The Wilde of next 
« week.” Edward again expreſſed his joy, 
and was the whole evening in raptures: 
not ſo Thereſa; ſhe was ſtruck with con- 
ſternation at what ſhe had heard; nor is 
it poſſible to deſcribe the mortifying 
belings which agitated her boſom, When 
he diſcovered it was the fon of a noble- 
man ſhe had treated with ſo much info- 
lence ; more eſpecially as he, fince her 
rude rebuke, had not even looked at, 
but beſtowed all his attention on tlie 
Miſs Amherſts, whom he treated with 
the moſt engaging politeneſs. She tried 
by every: meanin her power to efface the 
8 25 Es - ll 


( 8 ) 

ill impreſſion the had made; ſue talked 
with the moſt eaſy familiarity, laughed, 
admired every thing Edward ſaid, and 
endeavoured to en gage him in converſa- 


tion. But all in vain—it was impoſſi- 


ble not to diſcover the- cauſe of this 


change in her behaviour, which only 
expoſed . her. the more to contempt. It 


was now her turn to feel the pain of 


neglect, and for the firſt time in her liſe 


to perceive there were thoſe who conſi- 
dered her as unworthy notice, When | 
the carriage came for her, ſhe threw 
herſelf in, and drawing up the glaſſes | 


gave vent to a violent ſhower of tears; 
vet it was not conviction but wounded 


pride, which cauſed them to flow. She 
would not have cared had ſhe offered 
every poſſible indignity to one of her in- 
Hrigns: but- to the ſon of a Baron ſhe 
C could 


< 2 


{i y 9 

could not bear the thought of appearing 
"de. The more ſhe reflected upon the 
occurrences of the afternoon, the more 
they vexed her; but inſtead of con- 
demning the pride which had been the 
cauſe of her mortification, ſhe only la- 
mented the blindneſs which had hin- 
dered her perceiving the rank of the 
young gentleman. A few days after, 
as ſhe was fitting at her dreſſing room 
window, which commanded an exten | 
five view of the adjacent country, ſhe- 
ſaw a chaiſe and four, with two ſervants 
following it. An opening between ſome 
trees preſently afforded her a nearer 
view, and ſhe had no doubt but it was. 
Lord Somerton. This idea awakened 
in her boſom a thouſand painful emo- 
tons—the weak and the guilty are 
always ae She thought Ed- 

E 6 Vard 
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ward would tell his father of her condud, 
and prejudice his lordſhip againſt her, 
Edward, however, was too generous, 


and too much unlike herſelf to be guilty 
of ſuch meanneſs; he held her conduct 
in that abhorrence it juſtly deſerved, 


but he well knew her faults could never 
Juſtify him in unneceſſarily expoſing 
them. The feelin gs of others we may 
obſerve, when we obſerve. only to avoid 


them: but to make them the ſubjects of 


| our converſation with a view to raiſe 


enemies to their poſſeſſors, is mean and 
ungenerous in the higheſt degree. We 


may prejudice thoſe againſt them, whoſe 


regard no future amendment may be 
able to conciliate; and the knowledge 


of their faults, from being fo widely 
 fpread, may outlive even the faults them- 
elves. | 


4 — 


* 
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As Lord Sommerton ſtaid ſome weeks 
with his ſon, he was, during his viſit, 
invited to dine at the manſion houſe : 
Edward, Mr. and Mrs. Amherſt, and 


their daughter Maria, were alſo included 


in the invitation. On the appointed 
day, Thereſa, as uſual, ſpent half the 
morning in determining what ſhe ſhould 
wear, and how ſhe might appear to the 
beſt advantage. When this important 
point was ſettled, and Go hae finiſhed 
treſling, it was nearly four o clock : ſhe, 
| therefore, proceeded to the drawing 
room, with the hope of raiſing admira- 
tion and regard. She found the company 
aſſembled, and after the firſt compli- 
ments were over, employed all her art to 


engage the attention of Edward. But | 


ſhe was again unſucceſsful bein g her 
nfitor he was perſectly polite to her, but 
| farther 


n 
1 
2K . ——— A ———•—ͥꝝ³ cw . = ee —— 
— ICC LOT — 


— 


—̃ — 
6 — —— 2 , S + — — 7 - — 

E —— — — — - Let Senn entry oc - -. —̃ one to Wor) > IS In”. ry er - — 
— 1 2 = + 24+ + 8+ oy A Io. PR IE TY » ane * ob MS + — 


2. —— — 
— —.— 


r ENTICE n D —_ = 
2 - N * 8 . „ * we, \ — a 8 _— — — 
r PRE IO TIE nk HO ECT Bo FTT ĩͤ 
e ENG. 65 DIPS. - it n hs Fd MITE ELM "5 3 4 
5 5 . CEA 282 
8 — „ 1 
EXEV— 


—— — — 7˖§—%—Ü——— ̃ 7— — 
— 
3 N 1 
* — SY * 3 
. 


— — — 
- 2 De ho worinprertio = 
5 EY — — EB 
* 1 „ 1 
V . 1 


(8) 
farther than that he paid her no regard, 
Lord Sommerton too ſcarcely noticed 
her ; he was not one of thoſe ſuperficial 
obſervers who look not beyond the face 


or form. To him, the unaffected mo. 


75 


deſty, the genuine merit of Maria, were 
a thouſand times more attractive, than 
all the ſtudied graces of Thereſa. He 


could diſtinguiſh through her apparent 
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ſweetneſs, the meanneſs of pride rank- 
ling in her heart ; her affability ſeemed 
unnatural to her, and whilſt ſhe wiſhel 
to be thought indifferent to admiration, 
it was eaſy to perceive her whole aim was 
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to create it. She experienced, however, 
the common lot of pride and vanity, for 
mortification and diſappointment fol- 
lowed all her endeavours, 


More is neceſſary to charm and en- 


dear than the accidental advantages of 
birth 
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for though ſplendour 
may attract the gaze of the ignorant, it 
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CHILDREN are naturally fond of 
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 relled for the droll things ſhe ſome- 


Lol in the gloomy priſon now he dwells, | 


| Awretched inmate of its darkſome cells; 
See, by his couch fits haggard cank'ring care, 
Mark his wan temples, furrow'd by deſpair; 
By the pale lamp he weeps o'er moments paſt, 
And prays the preſent hour may be his laſt. 


talking, nor is there any thing 
wrong in ſuch a propenſity, provided 
they never diſcloſe the ſecrets of others, 
or what they know ought to be con- 


Elmira was a beautiful cit about 
nine years old: ſhe was lively and en- 
tertaining; ; but having been much ca- 


times 


* 


6999 
times faid, her fondneſs for talking 


became infupportable. She was curwus 
| to a great degree, and would inform 
herſelf of all the ſecrets of her httle 
friends, in order to relate them the firſt 
opportunity. Beſide this, ſhe ſeldom 
told things exactly as ſhe heard them; 


ance, which exiſted only in her own 
imagination, Whenever ſhe was in the 
| parlour, ſhe was ſure to have ſome anec- 
dote to relate; and by this habit, though 


ſition, ſhe would ſlander all her little 
neighbours without mercy. © Do you 
# know, Mama,“ ſhe would ſay, that 
Mira was ignorant of every word of 


* bella tells me ſhe is the moſt ill- 


„ natured 


for the fake of raifing a laugh, ſhe 
would inſert ſome ludicrous circum- 


he was naturally of the ſweeteſt diſpo- 


ger leſſon to-day ? and, beſides this, 
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"CF 
© natured girl to the ſervants you can 
* conceive. Oh! but now I have the 
c drolleſt thing of Charles Seymour to 

© relate, you ever heard. Lou know 

« Mrs. Roll! well, ſhe walked paſt 

« Charles's hoviſe, as he happened to be 

« up at the window. What does he- 
do, but throws a baſon of water upon 
* her? She was in a violent paſſion, | 

** beſides being quite wet, ſo ſhe went to 

„ Mr, Seymour to tell him of his ſon's 
„behaviour. He was very angry, and 

6 ſent for Charles, and aſked him how 

« he dared behave fo rudely ? Charles 

« id he did not mean ta behave rudely, 

« but he knew Mrs. Roll had bread, ſo 
he meant to give her a little water. 
This anccdote produced a general Jaug oh, 
and Elmira was rewarded by a genfleman, 
ſor the humour with which ſhe had told 
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it, with a fine peach. Thus encou- 
raged, ſhe ſet no bounds to her tittle- 
tattle, and ſoon became the greateſt goſ- 
fip in the village. It fignified not to 
Elmira who was injured by what ſhe 
faid, provided ſhe had ſomething to 
talk of. Whatever ſhe knew ſhe im- 
mediately diſcloſed, though ſhe had 
perhaps promiſed never to reveal it. 
The dau ghter of a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood was her particular 
friend; they went to the fame ſchool, 
engaged in the ſame ſports, and the one 
ſeemed not to enjoy pleaſure, except 
the other partook it. Eliza Panton 
was frank, generous, and unſuſpecting, 
but unfortunately, like Elmira, fond of 
talking. Eliza had an elder brother, 
whoſe extravagance had incurred the 
diſpleafure of his father, He had lately 
run 


t 92 ) 
run in debt to a conſiderable amount, 
and Mr. Panton refuſed to ſatisfy his 
creditors, and even forbad his houſe, 
Mrs. Panton, knowing he was without 
a home, and fearing unkind treatment 
might only drive him to greater impru- 
dences, privately received him into the 
houſe; and there he had been more 


ſecret, diſcloſed it to Elmira, with e. 
that ſhe would never divulge 
it. Elmira promiſed ſhe never would, 
and for one day kept her word; but 
alas! her love for talking was ſtronger 
than her principles of honour, and tie 
following night, as the maid was un- 
dreſſing her, ſhe revealed the whole 
affair ; not forgetting to defire Mary 

never 


as 


% » 


( 93 ) 


never to mention it. Mary, however, 
followed the example of her little miſ- 


treſs, and diſcloſed it to John; he told 
it to one of the grooms, the groom to 
ſome one elſe, fo that before noon the 
next day, it was ſpread over the whole 
village. The creditors of the young 


man no ſooner became informed of it, 


than they ſent bailiffs to Mr. Panton's 
houſe : who ſtill' refufing to diſcharge 


the debts, his ſon was conveyed to pri- 


fon. Eliza was at home when the 
circumſtance happened, and conſcious 
of her indiſcretion, her grief at being 
the cauſe of ſuch affliction to her bro- 


ther, threw her into violent fits. When 
_ the ſaw him dragged from the houſe, 


the ran after the bailiffs, and falling 


on her knees, entreated them to- releaſe 
ber dear George, offering all ſhe wes 
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ſhe would never more affociate with 
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ſooner left alone than ſhe 
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( 95.) 
therefore, ſaw her conduct in its true 
light, ſhe ſtarted at the enormity of her 
fault; and the thought that young 
Panton might, through her means, end 
his days in a priſon, quite overpowered 
her. She knew not what to do, nor 
whoſe advice to aſk ; ſhe dreaded the 
| reproaches of her parents, and the diſ- 
grace which would be annexed to her 
name, when her conduct became pub- 
le. She had now, however, but httle 
time to deliberate ; ſomething ſhe felt 
ought to be done for young Panton, as 
he could not help conſidering herſelf 
25 the author of his preſent miſeries. 
| the went to her Papa and diſcloſed to 
bim the whole affair. When ſhe had 
iniſhed ſpeaking, Is it poſlible, El- 
„mira, ſaid he, you can have been 
* guilty of ſuch baſeneſs? and have 


(96 ) 

* you, for the poor pleaſure of telling: 
tale, betrayed the brother of your 
cc deareſt friend, and perhaps renderel 
« him miſerable for life? Who do you 
cc ſuppoſe will ever ſeek your acquain- 
e tance, when they know the danger 
e to which it will expoſe them? You 
will be ſhunned and contemned by 
_ * the whole world, and beſide the r. 
* proaches of your own conſcience, you 

« will be continually haunted by the 
ce invectives of others. Poor Eliza had 
indeed cauſe for her behaviour to- 
4 wards you, fince ſhe might juſt] 
e confider you as the deſtroyer of * 
% family's happineſs; but, I doubt nol, 
* there are many, who will take al 
4 vantage of your character to revic 
«you, with equal animoſity, though 
«©-with"1es juſtice ; and you muf, 
i 3 cc hence- 


TT WF 
« henceforth, expect only to be men- 
| «tioned as an object to be ſhunned 
«and deteſted. 
Elmira could for ſome time make no 


| reply, but gave vent to her ſobs and 
tears. At length ſhe ſaid, Ah, Papa, 


«] might repair the evil I had com- 
« mitted, but you only add to my diſ- 
* treſs, and make me, if poſſible, more 
* miſerable than before.” 

Mr, Vaſſal. © But how, Elmira, can 


*mining to be more circumſpect in 
_ future, make ſome atonement to your- 


* Panton ; it will neither pay his debts, 
nor releaſe him from priſon.” 

Elmira, “Oh, Papa, there is one thing 
© you might do, that would make me 
Yo H. ᷣ __ hw 


thought you would adviſe me how 


«von repair it? you may, by deter- 


* elf, but this will be none to young 


E 


e 


7 
of 
j 
* 
ne 
Ty 
= 

nf 

i 

1A 

n 
by 

1. 
1% 

qr 
- 
„1. 
4 *. 
7 
- 
ao 

* 
4. 

1 
A* 
BF... 

4 nA 
"uy. 
1 
1 
1 
14 
1 
MOL 
Fg 
ALLY 
WH. 
We 
5.54ꝰ 
7 3 
ART 
9 
1 
5 DG 
0 

* 
mi 
$/%: 74 
N 
* 1 

Mok 

8 
at. + 
4EH 

SL Ha 
N. N 
(Fs 
N 
3. 
* i, 
25 hl 

i 

We 

i 

143 

. 4 
or 4 7 
* 1 
py 
KY: t4 
1 1 
tk 
5 Fe 
"1 CR? 
nt 
1 

| 77 
Fc. py , 
[1 Me 
HH 
4 884 

5 

288 
2 8 
IR.) 

N 
bu fl 

"Th 
1 

2 
* C N 

» 4 1 } 

wp 

fl: 498 
; - 
8 

161 
IN 
DLL 
* 
28 

4 
4 19 

RE 

- £6 
09 
$5 3 
ti 
T7 \ 
| Pig 

* . 
» Wis 

"4H 
[8 2-2 4 

[4 - 

13% 
9 
N 4 

84 

4 * 

* 
94 
4415 
Bus 

36 I 
VEAL 

WE 

$f 

gy 
4. 
Win 
55 

18. 

(2 i! 

th; 

i 

85 


N 


— —2U— hw > — 
—— i p< — a — — 
2925 — FOIL FI — > - 
— 2 2 3 * x _ 5 
2 * K ee ID” — — - SALE FAS. 
oY Rs DM" JIE AT. wr _—_ Pen PC, * 2 Ro 
N * S 24S FS 3 N 7 2 2 
Ez 1 r en DIS RS Eos Ce „ 


< happy for ever, but I dare not pro- 
ce poſe it, you now think me undeſery. 
« ing any kindneſs, and though my 
40 promiſes of amendment are indeed 
« c ſincere, you will not place any con- | 


£c « fidence 1 in them.” | { 
_ Mr. Vaſſal. 60 How can I, when you 5 
60 have given ſo recent a proof they are Wil ; 


cc not to be depended upon? I am forry dl 


c your conduct authorizes ſuch treat. v 
« ment, but you muſt not, henceforth, Wl ; 
« be ſurprized, if I doubt the truth a 
cc whatever you aſſert. Thoſe who can [ 
40 break a promiſe ſolemnly made to ai, 
ce friend, can have no claim to reliance; MI 
ce « for what will induce you to be ſted- | 
0 c faſt in truth when neither honour 
ce nor affection have any fway ? What lu 
c ever your propoſal is, you may dee 
«c end upon my rejecting it. You ar, 


4 ung 


© IF 3 
«ynworthy every indulgence, and, like 
« Eliza, I caſt you off from my affec- 
«tion.” Elmira at this ſpeech fell on 
her knees, and entreated her Papa's | 
briveneſs, but he was deaf to her 
vlicitations, and deſired her to prepare 
herſelf for a walk, telling her ſhe ſhould. 
ke the conſequences of her ignoble con- 


duck. She was ſoon ready, and Mr. 
Vaſlal defired her to follow. him. They 
raked till they came to the priſon; 
Unia trembled when ſhe ſaw it, and 
Watching hold of her Papa was ready 
Wi fint. He took her hand, and led 
ler through numerous dark paſſages 
bl] they arrived at a miſerable room. 
t was lighted by one lamp which 
hung from the cieling, and juſt diſco- 
ſired the melancholy abode; it con- 
aned a miſerable bed, without curtains, 
ak = 5 * 


0 100) 


and almoſt without bed-cloaths ; a bro- 
ken chair ſerved both as a ſeat and 1 
table, and upon it lay ſome pieces of 
bread, which had been brought for | 
young Panton's dinner. The youth | 
fat upon the bed, his countenance 
ghaſtly, and deſcriptive of ſorrow and 
deſpair. When the door turned on its 
melancholy hinges, he looked ſiedfaſtly 
to ſee who would enter; and perceiy- 

ing Mr. Vaſſal and Elmira, he roſe in 
the greateſt confuſion, and traverſed 
| the room without uttering a word. Mr. 
Vaſſal was going to addreſs him, butY 
he interrupted lim by ſaying, * If, Sit, 
e to gratify your · curioſity you: are come 
c here, the ſooner you retire the more 
« agreeable it will be. Whatever have 
e been my follies, the conſequence 
« are too ſevere to need aggravation. 
4 I there- 


(6 


] therefore entreat you, as the only 


«& fayour you can do, to leave me 


« to myſelf ;- and in future, before you 


* yifit any one, to know whether your 
© company is likely to be agreeable.” 

Mr. Vaſſal, who well knew how to 1 
make allowance for the petulance of j ki 
affiction, immediately left the room, 15 
without ſeeking to irritate the youth, 
who was, at preſent, not in a ſtate of 
mind to be reaſoned into ſubmiſſion. 
Elmira, fick, and ready to faint, crept 
out of the priſon with her father's aſſiſ· 
tance ; but what ſhe had ſeen had fo 
much afflicted her, that ſhe was forced 
to ſtop ſome time in the air, before ſhe 
could proceed home. 

Always accuſtomed to plenty and 
elegance, ſhe had never had the ſmalleſt 
idea of ſuch a ſcene as ſhe had lately 
VS wit- 


* r 


witneſſed. She had heard of poverty, 
of its attendant evils, but as the cas 
ſecure from them, they had never made 
any impreſſion upon her mind; and 
ſhe had lived in affluence without a 
thought of the ſtarving children of pe- 
nury. But ſhe had now beheld diſtrcs 
in its aggravated form, ſhe had ſeen it 
without having the power of affording | 
relief, and it was in a great meaſure j in. 
curred. by her own folly. Poignant 
were her feelings, ſteep was a ſtranger } 
to her pillow, and ſhe ſpent the night 
in tears, and lamentations. In the 
morning ſhe ſought her Papa, and again 
entreated him to hear her requeſt. Her 
pallid countenance, from which ſorrow 
had chaſed the roſes of health, ſhewed 
| her internal ſufferings; and as Mr. 


Vaſſal hoped her repentance was fin- 
at, cere, 


an 
ere, he ſpoke to her with leſs harſh- 
neſs, and bade her mention what it 
was ſhe wiſhed. 

Jou know, Papa,“ ſaid ſhe, you 
& are very rich, and if you would but 
employ ſome of your riehes as I wiſh, 
« you ſhall ſee how grateful I will be 
« all my life; and I will never, upon 
any account, be ſeduced into the 
« fault for which I now fuffer fo ſe- 
© verely.“ 


M. Vaſſal. © But what is it you 
„ defire? ſpeak your requeſt, I ſhall 
then be better able to judge whether 
* I ought to comply with it.“ 


. Elmira, * am afraid to tell you; 
* for if you refuſe me I have no other 
* hope left. But yet, perhaps you 
will indulge me.---Oh, Papa ! if you 
„would pay George Panton's debts, 
i « and 
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( 104 ) 
and take him out of priſon, I ſhall 
96 never know how to be thankful | 
enough to you for your kindneſs,” 

Mr. Vaſſal. But have you deſerved 
« ſuch kindneſs? and how can I be 
te certain when you are extricated from | 
« your preſent difficulties, you will not 
** ſoon involve yourſelf in ſimilar ones 
on your word I can have no reliance, | 
e what pledge can you then offer me 
« to which I can truſt ? 

Elmira. I know, Papa, I have not 
e deſerved ſuch a favour, but, indeed 
« you may truſt me for the future.” 

Mr. Vaſſal. Was your veracity W 
* unimpeached, I could inſtantly rely 
on your word, but as it is not, that 
« conſfider as what you will perhaps | 
« break as ſoon as pledged. This, El- 


„mira, will ever * the caſe where 
6 truth 


("408 

«truth is once violated. There can 
be no dependence where there ex- 
„ iſts no principles; your profeſſions, 
« whatever their ſincerity, wilt gain 
«you no belief, and you will be an 
« object of ſuſpicion to all who are 
connected with you. Young Pan- 
« ton's ſituation I moſt fincerely pity, 
and ſhould be happy in being inſtru- 
{ mental in extricating him from it. 
When, therefore, you can give me 
* any pledge, leſs diſputable than your 
"word, that your reſolutions of amend- 
„ment are ſincere, I will exert my 
„power in his favour.” . 
Mr. Vafſal then left the room, and 
Amira little leſs afflicted than before, 
5 the conditions of his . — 
o her impracticable. 
F; © -. fine» 


(rs) 


- Since her promiſes were rejecteqh 
| the could only ſhew by her conduct the | 
ſentiments of her heart, and as this 
would-require time, George's tmpriſon- 
ment and ſufferings would neceſſarily 
be lengthened, She had not ſeen Eliza 
| ance ſhe came to upbraid her, Eliza, 
who in all former difficulties had been 
her counſellor and guide. © Oh, how 
6 ill, eried ſne, have I returned her 
<« friendſhip. + I will, however; go and 
% ſee her. Perhaps when, the knows | 
« my repentance ſhe will be-leſs ſevere,” 

She immediately walked to Mrs. Fan- 
ton's, but was informed by the ſervants 
that Eliza was Ml in bed. This was a 
new blow; ſhe was terrified at the in- 
formation, and entreated permiſſion 90 
ſee her. © No Miſs,” faid one of the 
ſervants, ym” muſt not go, up ſtairs, 


« for 


> 
« for ſhe has particularly defired tha 
« you ſhould not be admitted.” El- 
mira turned away thunderſtruck at his 
intelligence; Ah,“ cried ſne, whom 
„have I now to apply to? my Papa 
vill not believe me, my friend will 
«not ſee me.” She wept as ſhe walked 


home. In oroſſing the hall he met - 


her Papa. 4 Well, Elmira,” ſaid he, 
(have you thought of my conditions?“ 
| Elmira. „Oh, Papa, why will you 
puniſh me ſo ſeverely ? if you do not 
a believe what I ſay, how am I to con- 
* vince: you am ſincere ?” Mr. Vaſſal 
vithout replying walked into his ſtudy, 
and bade her follow him. Could I,” 
aid he, “be aſſured I ſhould have no 
reaſons to repent my indulgence,” I 
* would inftantly- ſet young Panton 
*at liberty,; but the fear that you will 

| „ e relapſe 


« relapſe into your old faults ſtill deters 
«<mm6..” , ; 8 
Elmira. Indeed, Papa, I will not; 

« if ever you find in me the leaſt de. 
« viation from truth, or ſee that I talk | 
of things which ought to be con- 
* cealed, I will ſubmit to any puniſh- | 
ment, however ſevere, you — chuſe 
« to inflict.” 
M. Vaffal, Rill doubtful, was fome 
time irreſolute, but at len gth the en- 
treaties of Elmira prevailed, and he 
again walked to the priſon, after having 
ſent for young Panton's creditors. | 
Mr. Vaſſal, whoſe riches, though | 
great, were not ſuperior to his gene- 
roſity, preſented George with his diſ- 
charge, and taking him by the arm led 
him from the priſon without ſpeaking | 
a word. Surprize and joy kept the 
youth | 


( 109 ) 


wulh ſilent, and for ſome timo ſeemed 
to have overpowered bis ſenſes. Elmira 
vas the firſt who ſpoke, and her gra- 


titude to her father was unbounded. 


When they arrived at Mr. Vaſſal's, he 
kd them into his ſtudy, and ſaid to 
young Panton, © you are now, George, 
© free from all difficulties, and I hope 


« you will make ſo good a uſe of your 


liberty as never again to be in dan- 
« ger of loſing it.“ 

« To your bounty,” 1 the 
youth, „JI am indebted for more than 


«life, and believe me when I aflure 


you, that you ſhall in future taſte 
* the ſweets of . your kindneſs. For to 
a ſou}, generous as your's, the plea- 
« fare of beſtowing can only be excelled 
« by ſeeing the good which ariſes from 
« ts gifts, Only, Sir, n me to 


66 * my | 


9 
4H 


f mo 
my father, and. I ſhall:have nothing 
« left: to-wiſh. How few young men 
© who: have purſued: my follies, have | 
«© found, like me, a benefactor: to ex. 
«:tricate them from them! 
Mr. Vaſſal. 4 I. am. truly. happy in 
« having been ſerviceable to you; and 
« T hope I. ſhall. be able to complete 
te your: ſatisfaction, by. bringing about 
% reconciliation with: your: father: 
And you, Elmira, to. whom Mr: 
« Panton owed his late impriſonment, 
« will, I. hope, remember what you 
it. have ſuffered, and let: it be a warn- 
ing to you in future. None can ever 
« deviate. from the paths of. rectitude 
« without ſubjecting themſelves to in- 
4 numerable evils. The beſt ſecurity 
we have ſor peace is the performance | 
of, our duty: for the good can never 
be. 
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had 
. 
| With 


ly of Mr. 


mi 


in v 


eſtored to the 
affection of Eliza, which. ſhe never 


* 
mira was r 


* 
* 


rr 5 
« he truly wretched, nor can the wicked! 


El 
to correct them, 


* 
4 
f 


Vaſſal had: the. pleaſure of re- 
eſtabliſhing peace in the 


© 
. 


Mr 


Panton, who again received his ſon to 
his favour. 


afterwards forfeited; but ſhewed through: 
the courſe of a long life; that her father- 


had not forgiven her faults, nor 


ihe reſolved : 


« ever be permanently happy.” 


( 12 ) 


With lib'ral hand the ſimple board he ſpread, 
And bade the ſtranger welcome to his ſhed, - « 
Whene'er thro? tangled woods he bends his way, 
By night he ſhields him, and directs by day. 
In ev ry deed difplays the nobleſt mind, | 
Though ne'er by ſcience taught, nor art refin d. 
Though haughty pride may call him favage, wild, 
© Yet virtue mark'd him as her fay'rite child. 


DURING the time that America was 
the prey of every barbarous invader, 
and its unoffending inhabitants became 
ſlaves to the conquerors, lived Cholili. 


He was a native of the empire of Mexico, 


and diſdaining the inglorious yoke of 
flavery, he ſought refuge, with his wife 
and 
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and infant ſon, among the mountains of 
that diſtrict, Here he was joined by. 
ſome more of his countrymen, and they 
lived far fome years in peace and tran- 
quillity. The education of their chil- 


ren, and the preſervation of their li- 
berty, were their chief objects. The 
former was in many reſpects ſo excellent, 
hat J cannot help deſcribing it. The 
children were divided into ſeparate 


aſſes, according to their age, and were 
moved from one to the other as they 
advanced in knowledge. Care was taken 
o diſcover the inclination of their 
ſouths, whether they preferred a life of 
ums, or any of the profeſſions of peace; 
htly judging they were molt likely to 
excel in what they were moſt attached | 
u. They were taught to recite by me- 
tory ſuch | ſongs as recounted the moſt | 
valiant 


% 


"+ #44: 
valiant deeds of their anceſtors, and in- 
fpired with an emulation even of excel 

| Ting them. To ſtrengthen their bodies, 
they were inured to fatigue, lifted heavy 
weights, jumped, ran races, and wreſt- | 
led; every athletic exercife was enebu- 
raged. They were alſo taught, unre- 
pining, to ſuffer hunger, thirſt, and the 
inclemencies of the weather. The, uſe 
- of the ſword, and dexterity in throwing | 
the dart, and ſhooting arrows, was con- 
fidered for thoſe who were trained to 
arms, of the higheſt importance, and in 
theſe they frequently attained a very 

: great degree of excellence. Nor was 
the cultivation of their minds neglected:; 
hoſpitality (which. is amongſt their firſt 
yirtues) docility, modeſty, fortitude, and 
patience were ſtron gly inculcated. Let 


no one therefore imagine, when he hears 
X | of 


Fay 


of the native Americans, that they were, 


as they are ſometimes repreſented, a. 
race of rude barbarians. The Mexicans 
were, tn many inftances, far advanced 

in the arts when their empire was over- _ 
thrown by Cortez. Several of their 
public buildings were executed witli 
faſte and magniffcence, the ornaments 

of their temples were ſplendid, and 
their gold wrought into various well- 
formed devices. e 


The repoſe of Cholili and his com- 
panions was firſt interrupted by a party 
of Europeans, who attempted to ſeize 
their little "poſſeſMons. In this they 
vere diſappointed, yet the Indians no 
longer thought it ſafe to remain where 
hey had once been diſcovered, and 
they removed their little colony. Find- 
vg that the fertility of the ſoil only 


tempted: 


\ 


( 116 ) 
tempted the rapacity of the invader, 
they took a long journey, farther north, 
in hopes they ſhould here live unmo- 
leſted. They did ſo; but their deſcen- 
dants were leſs fortunate, x he poſſeſ | 
fions of Halch Ham, one of the grand- } 
children of Cholili, were invaded, and 
wreſted from him. His bow and ar- 
rows were all that was leſt bim of his ; 
ample patrimony, and with theſe, ac- 
companied by his wife, and two ſons, 


he became a wanderer, in ſearch of 
ſome retired corner which might ſecure 
him from European avarice. 
The Americans are naturally brave, 
and fearleſs of danger and death. 
Hardened to fatigue, ignorant of the ; 
deſtructive luxuries of more refined na- 


SQ of 


tions, every man is capable of main- 


taining himſelf They do not wal 
e their 


= 


1 
their time in idle conſultations on what 
they ſhall eat, or how their victuals 
ſhall be dreſſed, but, content with a 
little parched corn, or a piece of dried 
iſh, they ſweeten their plain and whole- 
ſome fare with an hoſpitality peculiarly 


their own. 


Haleh and his family wandered about 
for ſome time, but at length found a 
convenient ſpot on the banks of a river, 
and here they ſoon built their habita- 
lon, Some of the natives reſided at 
no great diſtance, and this Was a far- 
her inducement for them to fix on the 
pot. Their hut was ſoon erected; 
i few ſtakes ſtuck in the ground, co- 
red with leaves of plantain, and ren- 
tered impenetrable by a kind of ſlime, 


vas all which compoſed it. 
rf HFaleh, 


with which the outſide was daubed, | 
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Halch, however, and his neighbonrs, | 
did not long enjoy uninterupted peace, | 
for the ravagers of their country again 
attacked them. They made all the 
reſiſtance in their. power: more than 
half their numbers lay dead on the field, 
ere they began to retreat. Thoſe who 
| eſcaped the ſword of the enemy fled to 
the woods .and mountains; among the 
latter was Haleh and his family. 

As all dangers ſeemed inſeri or to 
thoſe they dreaded from European, 
theſe poer people traverſed < pathiels 
< deſerts and mountains clad in ſnow,” 
to avoid the footſteps of man. 

At the foot ef a mountain, which 
ſeemed almoſt inacceſſible, they once 
more erected their huts. Here wit 
notlring to invite avarice or uſurpation 


the ſoil was barten, craggy rocks, and 
moun- 


{ .it9 3 
mountains, whoſe ſummits reached al- 
moſt to the clouds, formed its ſafety, 


by removing all temptations to ſeize 
is domains. Its barrenneſs obliged its 
nhabitants to ſeek. proviſions - beyond 


its precincts, but they always proceeded 
with caution, and well-armed. It hap- 
pened in one of theſe hunting parties; 
after they had procured an ample ſup- 
ply of proviſtens, and were preparing 
toreturn to their habitations, that they 
perceived at no great diſtance, a tmall 
party of Europeans. An inſtantaneous 
iread ſeized the Americans, and they 
vere flying for ſafety to the mountains, 
men Haleh, the remembrance of whoſe 
nrongs ſuperſeded every other contide- 
ation, called to his companions to 
lop, and embrace this opportunity of 
Trenging the 1 injuries theſe 
1 4 | robbers 


( 120. )- 
robbers had done them. The whole | 
party inſtantly turned, and with a ce. 
lerity and addreſs peculiarly their own, 
foon ſurrounded the Europeans, who 
were wholly unprepared for ſuch an 
attack. A general panic ſeized them, 


and they were now doomed to experience 


thoſe ſufferings they had ſo often inflid-} 
ed. The hatchet of their enemies ſoon } 
levelled them with the duſt, whilſt the 
yell of triumph drowned the groans of 
the dying. One youth alone, of all their 
Party, remained alive; he had fought J 
"bravely by the fide of a venerable offi-| 
| cer, whoſe body he was bedewing with | 
tears of anguiſh, when Omli, the eld- 
eſt ſon of Haleh, lifted his ſword to] 


youth looked up, his face ' bedewed| 
with tears; Omli ſuſpended the dread- 
1 | ful! 


t It } 
ful blow, and after a few minutes pauſe, 
threw down his weapon, and by ſigns 
convinced the youth he had relinquiſhed 


his hoſtile intentions. Haleh came up 


it that moment, and upbraided his ſon 
or not inſtantly deſtroying the enemy 


he had ſpared. © Oh, unworthy fon,” 


ied he, * of thy noble anceſtors ! 


«Is it thus thou treateſt the enemies 
of thy race? Haſt thou forgotten 


blood? Were not our fertile fields 
"overſpread with deſolation, children 
"torn from their parents, and huſbands 
and fathers doomed to flavery, by this 


"ments equal to their crimes f May 
"they be interred without either wea- 
bons, or proviſion, and may their 


Yor. II. G journey 


how they hurled Motezuma from his 


"throne, and deluged Mexico with 


"curſed race? Oh, be their puniſh- 
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. journey to another world be dark, | 
0 and ſolitary! May they mect f. 


£ vers which they ca nnot croſs, and 
11 fre profuſion which they cannot 
40 « taſte! May they be ſurrounded by 
| « enemies from whom they cannot de. 
< fend themſelves, and behold friends] 
*« whom they are not permitted to em- 
„ brace! May the angry gods terrify 
or them with omens, and at laſt doom 
them to endleſs ſufferings '” This 
ſpeech, which was uttered with all th: | 
vehemence of rage, did not ſhake the 
reſolution of. Omli. With the kindeſt 


benevolence he endeavoured to ſoothe | 

the ſorrows of the ſtranger, as well a | 
their mutual ignorance of cach other Ml} 

language would permit. A. 

The firſt care of the Americans way :. 

to take the bodies of their country i 


Fils | 


t 0 j 


nen who had fallen in the engagement, 
ind inter them with great funeral ho- 
nours; Nothing but the prayers, the 
ſupplications of Omli, ſaved the Euro- 
pean from being ſacrificed on their 
tombs, for, amongſt other barbarous 
cuſtoms, the Americans practiſed that 


rods and heroes. 


the ſtranger) was born of Engliſh pa- 
rents of high rank in their native coun- 
ty. His father was a lieutenant-general 
in the army, and was ſtationed with 
bis regiment at one of the Engliſh ſet- 
lements. As a life of arms was what 
he had always been accuſtomed to, and 


iments ; a thirſt for military glory was 


G 2 among 


of offering human ſacrifices to their 


Guſtavus (for that was the name of 


bat he preferred to all others, he had 
arly inſpired his ſon with ſimilar ſen- 


\ TW) 
among the firſt leſſons he had learned; 
the heroes of antiquity had been gixen 
him as models, aud he was told that M :. 


the only way to become reſpectable TN 
was to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the field 
of battle. With theſe ſentiments, at | 
fifteen years of age he accompanied 
his father to America, where he had 
refided three years. When they were | 


encountered by the party of Halch, 
they were marching to puniſh an offence WI ;; 
which ſome Americans had committed, 
by taking what reaſon and the law of WM t 

Nations. declared was their own. Theſe WM bas 
people had bravely fought to regain a WM © 
portion of land which had been wreſted WI his 
from them ; and this was deemed 2 WI tha 


crime of ſuch a nature as to call for WE jug 

immediate puniſhment. The offen- * 

ders, however, though reduced to a v1) t 
5 | {mall 


M, 

mall number, were ſtill hoſtile, and 
the general was on his march to reduce 
them to obedience, when he received 
bis death from the arm of Haleh. ol 
Another conteſt ſucceeded with Omli 
and his father, ere the latter would ſaf- 
fer Guſtavus to be carried to his hut. 
Implacable reſentment; nouriſhed by re- 
peated injuries, and never taught to yield 
to the pure principles of Chriſtianity, had 
in the heart of Haleh taken ſuch poſſeſ- 
ſion, that he conſidered kindneſs ſhewn' 
to an European, as equal folly and 
baſeneſs. Omli poſſeſſed a mind more 
enlightened; he felt for the wrongs of 
his country, but he juſtly conſidered 
that the crimes of others could never 
juſtify his own. „ Becauſe,” ſaid he, 
Europeans have deſolated our coun- 
+ try, and have ſhewn themſelves rob- 


8 « bers 


* 


C a6 J 


* bers and aſfaſiins, ſhall we become 
© murderers? No; rather let us en- 
% deavour to diſarm their rigour, by 
« ſhewing them how little we deſerve 
* tt, and that it is nobler to fave an 
enemy than to plunge a ſword in his 
<4 boſom.” Though the rectitude of | 
his ſentiments could not convince his pea 
father, his entreaties prevailed, and MI be 
Guſtavus was led to their habitation, 
and treated in the moſt hoſpitable man | 
ner. His wounds were bound up, and 
on healed by an infuſion of the juice 
of ſome ſalutary herbs, well known to 
the Americans. F : 
Could kindneſs, and an e | 
| wiſh to pleaſe, have conferred happiness, 
Guftavus here had taſted peace. Omli 
became his moſt generous friend; — but, 
alas! regret for bis parent, whom death 
1 | had 


1 


had ſnatched an untimely victim to the 


* 


grave, and the keen anguiſh which 
aflailed his ſoul at the little proſpect. 
there was of his ever again being re 
fored to his friends, cloſed every avenue 
to happineſs. Added to this, Guſtavus 
bad always been accuſtomed to Euro- 
pean elegance, and though, as a ſoldier, 
he might have ſuffered temporary hard- 
ſhips, he knew not how to quench his 
thirſt at the ſtream, or ſatisfy his hanger 
vith the frugal fare of the Americans. 
Omli, whoſe ſoul was enlightened by 
the pureſt ſentiments of benevolence, 
ſecing the ſtranger fill continue ſorrow- 
ful, left no means untried to diſcoves 
the cauſe. He could not conceive it 
poſſible that he ſhould grieve for his 
father : for the Americans deem it the 
| bigheſt honour to fall fo bravely : he, 
G 4 therefore, 


| ( 36$ } 
therefore, thought it probable he either br! 
ſighed for his native country, or dif. Wl day 
liked his preſent mode of living. « 1 W 


* cannot,” ſaid Omli, © at. preſent re- by! 
« ſtore him to his friends, but I will Wl prof 
© endeavour to obviate his other objec» ſiret 


* tion.” 
When very young he had once ſeen 
ſome Europeans cooking their dinner; 
he had been ſtruck with the unneceſſary | 
trouble he thought they gave them- 
ſelves, but as the event was flill freſh | 
in his memory, he determined to pre- 
pare his gueſt's victuals in the ſame 
manner. When he had done ſo, he 
preſented it to Guſtavus with a ſmile 
expreſſive of the delight he felt in the 
hope of giving pleaſure. It was impoſ- 
fible to miſtake this filent eloquence; 
and from that moment Guſtavus felt 
for | 
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a canoe over their lakes, and performed 
many feats of dexterity. Numerous 
were the beaſts which fell beneath his | 
arrows, and ſongs and dances graced his 
victories. The damſels of the tribe 
joined in his praiſe, and offered him 
preſents as the recompence of his glory. 
Theſe conſiſted of feathers of various 
colours, beautifully formed into oma- 
ments for the head; ſtrings of pearl, or | 
gold fancefully wrought into divers 


figures. 


tavus was an inhabitant of theſe moun- 
tains ; during which time his affection | 
for Omli had daily increaſed. He found] 
in him all that could intereſt or endear: 
he was liberal, affectionate, and hu- 
mane. Giſted by nature with an un- 
derſtanding the moſt comprehenſive, 


Several years rolled away hilft Guſ⸗ ö 


( 131 Y 
ad poſſeſſing a. defire of knowledge 
rhich made him excel in whatever he 
was taught ; he had learned the Eng- 
i language of Guſtavus, and was 
tequently amuſed with his deſcription 


of England, its cuſtoms, and manners, 


þ different to thoſe of his own nation. 
When he heard-of the magnificent pa- 
laces, ſplendid equipages, and the 
thouſand ſuperfluities which wealth de- 
nands, he would fay, © Thus it is the 
Europeans become unjuſt. Thoſe 


ho- multiply their wants only in- 
creaſe their cares, whilſt thouſands 
"muſt labour for their pleaſures : : this 
breeds diſcontent. Few like to ſpend 
their lives in acquiring what they 
now they ſhall never enjoy: nor 
"has any one a right to expect ſuch a. 
* acrifice of his fellow creatures. The 
1 * venerable 


(an }Þ 

* venerable man, under whoſe care | 
« ſpent my youth, always taught me that | 
he who was able to defend his coun- | 
« try from her enemics, and to procure | 
e for himſelf the neceſſaries of life, was 
ea being moſt worthy the fayour of 
© the gods. Never, ſaid he, «imitate | 
the conduct of thoſe who are become | 
ce the deſtroyers of your country. They 
< will talk to you of luxury, but this 
« luxury is only another word for in- 
* juſtice. He who multiplies his wants 
* beyond his power of gratifying them, 
„ muſt live at the expenſc of others; 
« and whilſt he finds it caſier that 
« others ſhould labour for him, than 
that he ſhould labour for himſelf, lis 
« only with is to live in indolent enjoj-| 
e ment. To ſecure this, riches are | 
„ neceflary : then comes] tyranny, op- 
Fig « preſſion, 


uz) 
60 preſſion „ and a thouſand vices, 


« Some muſt. be impoveriſhed ere he 
« will be rich: if he lives in idleneſs, 
« others. muſt be bowed down by la- 
« bour.; and when the majority of the 


« people are oppreſſed, that a few may 


riot in plenty, deſtruction muſt be 
* near at hand. A nation thus cir- 
« cumſtanced is faſt haſtening to decay. 
None taſte. of. happineſs : the Poor 
0 figh for wealth; the rich for content; 
« the. labourer for reſt, and the indolent 
* for enjoyment. All will repine 
„from different motives, and whilſt 


© each wiſhes for happineſs, ' none will 
« acknowledge that luxury is the cauſe 


of his miſery. But to this fiend may 


be attributed half the calamities of the 


human race: it was this that taught the 
Ba Ee, avarice, and firſt led them 


6 « baſely 
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continued Omli, © being the ſentiments 
& which I early imbibed, you will not 


© wonder that I conſider your refine- 


© ments as the harbingers of injuſtice, 


« your ſplendour as a robbery of thou- 


& ſands, and your coſtly decorations, 
ie and ſplendid re as uſeleſs s glitter, 
it and idle parade.“ 


Whilſt thus paſſed the life of Guſta- 
yus, the increaſing calamities of his 


country called Omli to the field of bat- 
tle. Old age had, ſome months ſince, 


conveyed his parents to the grave, and 


his brother had been killed in hunting | 
Guſtavus had now the firft place in his 


affections, but, alas! it was againſt the 
countrymen of Guflavus he was going 
to lift the hatchet of war. Could he 


expect that Guflavus would accompany 


2 him? 


te baſely to invade our country. Such,“ 


* 


(135) 
him? Oh, no; to ſuſpect it, was to 
injure his friend; for he; who could 
raiſe his arm againſt his own nation, 
Omli would have thought unworthy 
his eſteem, even though it had been his 
beloved Guſtavus. Nor were the feel- 
ings of Guſtayus himſelf leſs painful: 
at the firſt information that his country- 
men were ſo near him, his heart bounded 
to preſs them to his boſom ; his raptares 
were depicted on his countenance, and 
he thought only. of being reſtored to his 
friends. But his affection for Omli 
ſoon aſſerted its power, and he pauſed, 
uncertain for a moment whether his 
expected happineſs would counterba- 
lance the pain of the melancholy parting 
which muſt precede it. His friend eaftly 
penetrated into his feelings, and ſeizing 
his hand; thus addreſſed him: © My 
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„ 
«dear Guſtavus, I know your thoughts, 
« and may the gods reward your at- 
* tachment to me! but ſuffer not this 
& attachment to lead you from your 


duty! What you owe your country 
cc and friends, is far ſuperior to what ! 


* can claim; I will accompany you as 
ce near to the Britiſh camp as I pru- 


6 * dently can. Yow will ſoon be united 
> Tho your countrymen. © Yet, ah! when 


< you are again reſtored to them, let not 
<« their ſuperior endowments make you 


* bluſh to own, you once regarded as 


cc your friend, an unlettered Ameri- 
60 can.” 3 TY 
« Oh, why,” cried Guſtavus, folding 


him to his boſom, © why will you ſuſ- 


expect me of ſuch ingratitude ? Here 
« I ſolemnly ſwear, and I call the God 


. of my fathers to witneſs the proteſta- 
. tion, 


( 137 ) 
* tion, that my arm ſhall never be liſted 
6 againſt the inhabitants of a country 
to whom I owe ſach obligations. 
« My heart lingers to return to my re- 
« Jations, but this wiſh can never ſup- 
plant my affection for Omli. Oh , my 
© friend, would you make my happineſs 
complete, would you leave me no- 


1 thing more to wiſh,- ,—accompany me 
« to England! There will J convince 


«you that ingratitude is not the cha- 
* racteriſtie of our nation; that though 
there may be men whoſe tyranny 
* have rendered them deſervedly odious, 
there are alſo thoſe whoſe minds are 
„illuminated by the rays of virtue.“ 

No,“ cried Omli, with firmneſs, 
never doubted but you could boaſt 
the moſt worthy characters. I revere 


your n knowledge, and did 


* not 
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te not duties, which are not to be neg- | 
elected, forbid my accompanying you, | 
& | ſhould go with joy to your nation. 
But is this a time for Omli to think | 
Of himſelf, when his country ſo loudly | 


calls for his aſſiſtance? Oh, no; | 


«ere I ſtoop to a conduct ſo ignoble, | 
<«< may my arrows be wreſted from my 
* hand, and my whole frame totter 
10 with ſeebleneſs Here 1 will remain; 
© with the Iaft drop of my blood will I | 
« affert our rights, and either periſh, 
« or live in freedom. The godi, I“ 
« truſt; will favour our defign ; they | 
6 created us for happineſs, and will not 


c doom us to miſery, Urge me no | 
% farther; I am firm in my reſolution | 
66 ---Hark -I already hear the found F 
of war. Go, my friend, leave me: 
cc but know that you carry with you 
c my 3 


8 

« my affection, my eſteem, and good 
« wiſhes. And, oh | may your days 
© be proſperous ! may your friends re- 
« ceive you with ſhouts, and prepare 
« for you a feaſt of gladneſs ! may your 
« yeſſel glide ſwiſtly over the great wa- 
© ters, and not a cloud darken your 
* paſſage + may the morning bring you 
© joy, and the evening reſt ! may ſkins 
« of the ſofteſt beavers court your re- 
© poſe, and dreams of ſweeteſt . 
« ſures encircle your brow,” .. 
The firmneſs of the American was 
not to be moved by the entreaties of 
Guftavus. In vain he perſuaded, rea- 
ſoned, or wept. — Omli was ſtill im- 
moveable. Mutual was their anguiſh 
at parting, and Guſtavus at that mo- 
ment would gladly have relinquiſhed 
crery other hope, to remain with his 
friend, But he caſt a look at the Eng- 
Fn * 
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Iſh camp, and tore himſelf from his j 


he arrived at the Britiſh quarters, he de- | 
5 ſired to be conducted to the general's 
tent; and there declarin; g his name, and | 
the circumſtances of his long reſidence f 


pared. for battle. The Americans ad- | 


high plumes of feathers; which they j 
always wore in battle, and which gave 1 
them a very noble appearance. Their a 
| ſhouts, together with the harſh ſound | 
of their warlike inſtruments, which 
conſiſted of flutes made of canes, ſhells, f 


hollowed, and beat with a flick, wele 


( wo ) 


faithful and affectionate friend, When | 


nn” ww oa 


in America, he was received with th the | 
greateſt kindnefs. | 
The next day « every thing was pre- | 


vanced with great order, adorned with | | 


drums hewn out of the trunks of trees, 


intended to terrify the enemy. Ther ö 
weapons were bows and arrows, darts, 


ni) 


and ſwords ; the latter made of wood, | 


edged with flint, and fo heavy, that 
both hands were employed to uſe them. 
They had alſo clubs and ſlings „ with 
which they threw ſtones with —_— 
dexterity. 

The Indians of diſtinction were 40 
leſended by breaſt- Plates and ſhields ; 
ome of which were made of tortoiſe- 
hell, and others of wood, with plates 
of gold or copper. On the day of bat- 
le they always painted their faces 
n the moſt frightful manner, in order 
to ſtrike terror into the enemy. Their 


WT fiſt attack was furious, but they were 


bon put into confuſion by the cannon 
and muſquetry of the Engliſh. 
Notwithſtanding their courage and 
mpetuoſity, they fell in heaps, either 
by the ſword, or by the volleys diſ- 
charged at them. The chief, finding 
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his troops gave way, addreſſed them i in a 
pech of ſuch fire and ardour, that they | 
were animated by it almoſt to madueh, | 

They renewed the attack with double | 
fury, and preſſed each other on to de- 
ſtruction; the rear trampling on the 
front, and ruſhing with ſuch violence 
on the Engliſh, that victory ſeemed 
doubtful. But the Europeans ſoon re- | 
covered themſelves, and in ſpite of their | 
_ valour and courage, made a terrible 
flaughter of the Indians. They were, | 
at length; obliged to retreat, but not 
till the greateſt part of their number 


Hay dead, on the field. 35 
Guſtavus during this ſcene had ex- 
perienced ſenſations no pen can deſcribe, Wl © 
Sometimes he remained in the general's Ml © 
tent, and ſometimes aſcended a neigh-| 

ic 


bouring hill to view the battle: then 


{ 193) 
he fancied he diſcovered Omli ar- 
rounded by enemies; | his heart thrilled 
with horror, and he groaned aloud. 
At length the ſhouts of victory met his 
ears; he flew to the field of battle, and 
with frantic agony demanded Omli. 
But in vain his ſearch, in vain he called 
upon his name, for Omli could not hear 
him. He ran to the general, and on 
his knees implored the protection of his 
generous, preſeryer. The officer bade 
him be more calm, and ſaid, chat if the 
perſon he inquired for was among. the 
priſoners, he ſhould be inſtantly relea- 
{d, but that he could promiſe nothing 
more, Guſtavus then proceeded to 
examine the priſoners, but Omli was 
not there. 

Sad, and forrowful, he departed, r now 
teproachin g himſelf for having < ever 


0 144 ) 


quitttdd a friend to defervedly Wks and 
now lamenting that death ſhould have il * 
opened an untimely grave for one ſo ll * 
worthy of life. He refuſed all comfort, 
and ſpent the day in wandering about, 
and the night in fighs and lamentations, J 
In one of his ſolitary walks, as he was | 
meditating upon the occurrences of his 
paſt life, and recolle ding how miracu- | 
louſly he had been preſerved from death | 
by the very friend he now lamented, | 
he ſaw at a diſtance, two ſoldiers, who | 
were ſo intently occupied by ſomething 3 
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_ the ground, that they perceived not 


« 9 . 
a Kr. o —_ 


his approach till he drew very near them. | 
A faint — Juſt then proceeded from | 
ſome one, and a ſoldier ſaid, © Why 
« don't you diſpatch him at once? 
This drew from Guſtavus an involun- 
tary ſcream, -=- the ſoldiers, alarmed, 

| - inſtantly 


1 


13. 
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instantly fled, and Guſtavus haſfened 


to the ſpot. But what was his horror 


when he perceived bleeding and with- 


out any ſigns of life, his beloved Onali ! 
He threw himſelf on the ground by his 
ide, called repeatedly upon his name, 


tore his own linen to bind up his 


wounds, and then flew back to the 
camp for aſſiſtance, He ſoon returned, 
and Omli was conducted to the place 


appointed for the ſick. Here his wounds 
vere dreſſed, and pronounced not mor- 
al; the joy of Guſtavus was now equal 


o his late deſpair : he quitted not the 


bed of his friend till he began to recover, 
ad as ſoon as this happy period arrived 


Oli informed him, that after the bat- 
de he had retired to the woods with 
bme of his companions 3 and. that , 
iading it impoſſible longer to reſiſt 
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fach ſuperior numbers, their chief had | 
reſolved to ſue for peace, and to become 
tributary to the Engliſh. «„ When | 
& heard this,” ſaid Omli, © and that 
my country no longer needed my af. | 
- « fiſtance, I determined to ſeek you in | 
« the Engliſh camp, for I knew not, | 
ce till we were feparated, how ſtrongly | 
« was attached to you. I therefore took | 
ec leave of my countrymen, and provi- | 
4 ding myſelf with ſome gold, which I 
« thought would, perhaps, be neceſſary 
„ among thoſe who fo highly prized it, Ml * 
41 quitted the woods. 1 travelled in} 
* ſafety till I came within fight of your 0 
camp. Oh, how did my heart rejoice {® 
« at thè proſpect of being ſo near you 


I pictured to myſelf the joy you would cn 
& alſo feel, and at that moment forgot a 
W 


&« every ſorrow. As I was walking 
& two 


( 14) ) 
to men ſuddenly ſeized me, and 
« were dragging me forcibly along, 
when one of them ſeeing what J poſ- 
« ſefſed, propoſed to his companion to 
« fab me with his bayonet. The other 
„was unwilling to agree to this pro- 
„ poſal, though he aſſiſted in ſtripping 
me. I made all the reſiſtance in my 
4 power, till, faint with the loſs of 
* blood, I ſunk on the ground. You 


* preſently came to my aſſiſtance and 
* preſerved a life, which without 1 | 


„would be of little value.“ 

Guſtavus replied to this fpeech with 
the warmeſt expreſſions of regard, and 
s ſoon as his friend was ſufficiently 


rcovered, they embarked for England. 
buſtavus was received by his friends 
with the moſt rapturous fondneſs, and 
When told they owed his preſeryation 
H 2 to 
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to Oli, they gave him the moſt liberal 
teſtimonies of their gratitude. Guſtavus 
and his friend lived many years in the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip ; ; their regard knew . 
no abatement, but continued to the 
end of a long life, a ſource of the pureſt 
pleaſures. Generous and noble as was 
: the mind of Guſtavus, that of his friend | 
was in no reſpe& inferior; and this 


amiable American was a convincing 


proof, that merit and genius are not E 
confined to one particular clime; and] 
that though they may be cultivated by | 
the lettered ſons of Europe, they have | 


alſo flouriſhed r the injured tribes v 
of a diſtant world. = © 
re 
{at 
. Ve) 


Oh 
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Oh, read and learn that genius, wit, or ſenſe, : 
Jo admiration have but ſmall-pretence, . 

Valeſs h umility thy actions guide, 

And ſhut the path to arrogance and pride; 
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For ſhould thefe noxious weeds thy mind pervade, - 
Aud blaſt each virtue by their pois'nous ſhade, _ 
Better for thee had been an humbler Jot, 

To live unknown, neglected, or forgot. | 


LAURA Maynard was the daughter 
of a gentleman of fortune in De- 
ronſhire. She was - poſſeſſed of the 
moſt brilliant underſtanding, and her 
readineſs in learning whatever ſhe was 
taught, made her the delight of her go- 
rernets and maſters. She read extremely 


| xell, and for her age was wonderfully 


H 3 accom- 
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accompliſhed. But, alas! Laura had 
neglected one uſeful leſſon; namely, 


humility. Inſtead of being thankful for 
the ſuperior advantages ſhe poſſeſſed, ſhe | 
treated all thoſe who knew leſs than her. 
ſelf with the moſt ſupercilious ſcorn. As | 
her vanity taught her to believe ſhe could | 
never do wrong, ſhe was impatient when | 
reproved, and frequently retorted with | 
impertinence the advice her Mama, or | 
other friends gave her. If ſhe viſited 

Her little companions, ſhe would be 
ſure to talk of ſuch things as ſhe kney | 
they did not underſtand ; and after | 
having - ſufficiently convinced them of | 
their own ignorance, ſhe would endea | 


vour to impreſs them with à ſenſe of 


her ſuperior wiſdom. By this conduct 
ſhe made herſelf many enemies; as even 


thoſc who mn her abilities 
condemned 


— You oy 


( yr ) 


condemned the uſe ſhe made of them. 
No one likes to be oppreſſed with a 
ſuperiority which they cannot attain ; 
and hence it is that thoſe who are wiſe, 
2s well as learned, feek rather to raiſe, 
than depreſs their inferiors ; and never 
diſcover that they know more than 
thoſe they are with, except when it will 
give pleaſure or forward improvement. 

Laura was one day invited with her 
Mama to dine at a gentleman's houſe 
in the neighbourhood. She happened 
to be ſeated at dinner next to an officer 
in the army. He was fond of children, 
and therefore took much notice of her. 
Pray,“ ſaid he, © how do you paſs 
* your time theſe long days? the wea- 
* ther is too hot to walk much, Ive 
* you a doll ?” 


H 4 Laura 


1 152 ) 


Laura was highly offended at this | 
queſtion, but as her Mama's preſence 
was ſome reſtraint upon her, the only | 
replied, © No, Sir, I have neither dolls | 


« nor playthings, for | am very fond of 
reading, and have therefore no time 
for ſuch childiſh amuſements.“ 


. The Officer. © But you cannot ale 


22 read! N 5 
Laura. 


<« learning botany.“ 


De Officer." © lodeed 5 aid not 1 
« know what an accompliſhed little 


“ neighbour I had.“ 
Oh, yes, ſaid; the lady of: the 
bouſe, I know no young perſon who 


does more credit to her inſtructors | 


er than Miſs Maynard. She ſtudies, I 
4 believe, a great deal..“ 
0 : * with, 


K « Oh no. 1 3 mufic 21 
<« geography; and beſides theſe, I am 


( 18. ) 


„ with,” ſaid a gentleman. to a 


fiend who ſat next him, in a low-voice, 
« ſhe would ſtudy to be nn as 
« yell as learned.” 

Laura overheared this fpeech, and it 


covered her face with momentary con- 


fuſion ; but ſhe foon recovered herſelf, 
when ſhe recollected the gentleman. 
was univerſally allowed to be a man of 


ſenſe. | Mes WE 


The vain. and preſuming are, how-- 


ever, always liable to mortification ;. 


and thus it fared with Laura, who ſat- 


fered many hours uneaſineſs which her | 
own. folly cauſed. The young people, 
aſter dinner, retired to. amuſe them- 


ſelves, and being joined by ſeveral other 


lttle friends, whom. the lady of the 
houſe had invited, in hopes of making 


the viſit more agreeable to Miſs May- 


H 5 nard, 
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nard, they formed a pretty large party. 
Various were the amuſments they choſe, 
which all afforded much merriment, til} 
Laura, eager to indulge her favourite | 
propenſity, ſaid they had played f | 
much, ſhe ſhould. be glad to reſt her- 
ſelf, and ſhe thought, in the mean time, 
they might find pleaſure in aſking each 
other queſtions out of the Hiſtory of | 
England. The children were, evidently, 
not much pleaſed with -this propoſal, 
however they made no objections. Laura | 
began by aſking in what part of the ; 
kingdom the Druids uſed moſt to reſide, 
- what was their worſhip, and by whom 
their ſacred groves were deſtroyed, and 
themſelves driven from their retreats ? 
As no one could tell, ſhe anſwered | 
the ſeveral queſtions herſelf, and with 
a look of the moſt inſolent triumph, 
added, 


« 35 ) 
added, „1 am / ſurpriſed you do not 


„know theſe fimple things; I am not 
« the oldeſt in this company, but it is 
„evident I know the moſt.” Maria 


Jones, a girl of much drollery and ad- 
drets, anſwered this ſpeech by ſaying, 


As you are ſo good an hiſtorian, per- 
„% haps, Miſs Maynard, you can tell us 
« whethier Canute, when he defired the 
«waves not to wet his feet, looked to 
« the eaſt or the weſt?” Every one 
of the children, except Laura, burſt 
into a violent fit of laughter, but the 
was too angry to join their mirth, and 


told them it was no proof of their ſenſe 
to turn learning into ridicule. 

e Indeed, there is no one would do 

3 faid Maria, «if you, Miſs May- 

© nard, did not give yourſelf ſuch airs, 

; * becaufe your are cleverer than we are. 
; H 6 6 But, 


C( a6 Þ 
* But, ſor my Part, 1 had Waal be 


— ec ignorant 1 learned, if it only 
d teaches people to make themſelves | 


5 « diſagreeable. 1 

Here a quarrel gd wat n 
| haye enſued, but for the interpoſition 
of the other children, who, with ſome 
difficulty re-eſtabliſhed order, and they 


all renewed their ſports. The pique, | 


however, Laura had conceived againft 


Miſs Jones, prevented her enjoyment, 
and as ſhe returned home in the even- 
ing, her Mama evidently ſaw ſhe was 


not. pleaſed with her viſit. 


Well Laura,” ſaid ſhe, you and 


wy your companions ſeemed to be very 
merry, for I think I heard you * 

ing ſeveral times.“ 

Laura. Oh, I dare ſay you aid; 


* fa wey were all terribly childiſh.” 


Mes 


<4 157. ) 
Mrs. Fen} « And what elſe: is 


« to be expected from children? At 


« your age, in the hours of recreation, 
« pleaſure is the ſole object of your pur- 
« ſuit ; youth ſeldom looks beyond the 
« preſent moment, and is, therefore, 
« eaſily. pleaſed. I ſpeak, however, 
of thoſe whoſe pride and affectation 
do not incline them to become ridi- 
* culous by deſpifing 1 what is ſuitable 
to their years.“ 


Laura. „ ſee, Mama, By mean 


* this hint for me; and it is a very poor 
© reward for my attention to my ſtu- 


© cies, that they ſhould always * 
* me to the affronts of every one.” 

Mrs. Maynard. I, Laura, though 
your parent, am blinded by no par- 


tial prejudices; I can ſee what is 


© commendable in you, as well as what 


« is 
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« is faulty. Let aſſure you, with the 
a © oreateſt fincerity, I had rather fee 
«you ignorant than abuſe your learn- 
e ing, as you moſt certainly do.“ 
Laura. A mighty odd ſpeech, | 
«© Mama! 1 really do not know what | 
to make of it. SITS 
"Ms. Maynard. «I am ſorty for it; 


«as it is by no means difficult to be 
«underſtood. I will, however, endea- 
« your to be more explicit. Let me aſk | 
2 you „in the firſt place, What advantage 
« you derive from knowing more than 
« your companions ? ſo far from ſeeking 
«to inſtruct the ignorant, you make 
them the conſtant ſubjects of your 
« ridicule.” Learnin g is only valuable 
« when it tends to expand the heart, as 
well as ſtore the mind. But how very 
« far is it from having this effect upon 
— 4 „vou! 


( 159+ ). 
„you! Why could you not, this af- 


« paſſed) play at ſuch ſports as your 


« friends were beſt calculated to engage 
jn? There certainly was no harm in 
« what you propoſed; ſo far from it, 
were ſuch queſtions always aſked as 


* recreations, inſtead of being conſi- 
« dered as taſks, much uſeful know - 
edge might be attained, without the 
labour of ſtudy.” 

Laura. Why, then, Mama, do 


you blame me? 


do not blame, but the motive which 


« urged the propoſal. You knew what 


« * yourſelf; and it was from: the cer- 
« tainty 


« ternoon, (for I know all that has 


Mrs. Maynard. Aſk yourſelf that 
* queſtion ; for what you propoſed I 


© theſe children were capable of, becauſe 
„they all go- to the ſame ſchool with 
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( 160 ) 
ce tainty of their ignorance that you 


c aſked the queſtion ; not becauſe you | 
« wiſhed to inform them, but becauſe 


* you ſought an opportunity of unge. 


c pF 


« capacities. You were, however, de- 
e ſervedly ridiculed, and the very 


<« means you made uſe of to humble 


cc others, became the cauſe of your own 

| % mortification.” | 
Laura, burſting into tears. You 

© ſeem, Mama, to take as much plea- 


« ſure in ſeeing me made unhappy, as | 


© other parents do in giving their ehil- 
“ dren comfort.” | 


Mrs. Maynard. 6 hope, EEE you 


<< are not ſenſible of all that ungrateful 


« ſpeech conveys ! Theſe are the con- 


cc ſequences of the fault 1 with you to 
« correct. Your vanity makes you im- 


= pertinent, 


zxerouſly triumphing over their meaner | 


{ 16x: )) 


* pertinent, diſreſpedtul, and diſobe- 
dient; and muſt, at laſt, render you 


completely miſerable. Do you ſup- 
poſe ſuperior abilities were given you 

that you ſhould trample on every duty, 

and deſpiſe the authority which is 
only exerted for your good? Becauſe 

(you readily learn whatever you are 

(c taught, are you, therefore, to con- 

« tern thoſe from whom. you . derive' 
your knowledge ? 

„It is not learning which is in iteelf 
* valuable, but the uſe which. i is made 
of it, and thoſe who pervert it, as you 
* do, had better always have continued 


ein ignorance.” 

Laura was too much offended for 
conviction, and ſhe wept the remainder 
ol the evening. Mrs. Maynard took 

2 no 


( 162 ) 
no notice of her, and ſhe retired to 1 


own room, mortified, but not corrected, 
What pity was it, that any one poſ- 


ſeſſed of ſuch advantages, ſhould make 
them the means of their being univer- | 


{ally diſliked ! It would be endleß 
to enumerate the uneaſineſs to which 


ſhe expoſed herſdf; for in proportion 
as her vanity and arrogance increaſed, 


ſo ich more was the mortification the 


felt, when ſhe received not the ap- 
_ the conſidered herſelf entitled 


TY will only enumerate one inftance, | 


— then leave my young readers to 
their own reflections; which, I fin- 
cerely hope, will be ſuch as to lead 
them always to avoid Laura's faults; 
for which , not all the advantages ſhe 
poſſeſſed could compenſate. 
2 Her 


( 163 ) 
- Her father had, at the bottom of his 
garden, a large ſummer-houſe, where 
ſhe would frequently take her books, 
and amuſe - herſelf. Here ſhe had one 
morning retired from the exceſſive heat 
of the ſun, when the ſound of voices 
drew her attention. She heard her 
name repeated, and as ſhe always ex- 
pected it to be coupled with praiſe, ſhe 
crept ſoftly towards the door to liſten, 
© ] repeat it,” ſaid a gentleman, whom 
by his voice ſhe knew was a perſon who 
viſited at the houſe, <5 ſhe muſt have a 
| © bad heart. Her vanity I could par- 
„don, but the delight the takes in 
© mortifying others is not to be borne. 
am aſtoniſhed her parents can bear 
* her in their ſociety, or ever introduce 
* her to that of their friends.” 
„ She 


os 


{ws ) 
. « She is, indeed,” anſwered the eu- 
rate of the village, a moſt diſguſling 
* little creature; and will, in time, be 
e hated by every one. So conſcious is 
_ © ſhe of her own ſuperior abilities, that 
I frequently expect ſhe will correct 
me for advancing things in the pulpit, | 
not conſiſtent with her ideas.” 
- The Gentleman. © Did you obſerve 
ec her this morning when ſhe read the 
* anecdote in the newſpaper ?. FIl ven- 
« ture to affirm ſhe thought herſelf | 
<« equal if not ſuperior to Mrs. Siddons. 
It is aſtonifhing to me you can ſuffer | 
- «© your children to aſſociate with her, 
4 ſhould be afraid of the effects of 
cher baneful example.“ 
Tube Curate. My dear friend, ſuch 
a character as Laura Maynard's muſt 
« be deteſtable even to children; and 


6« jt | 


(6) 
« it is from the certainty of this, that 1 


«with them ſometimes to be in her 
«© company. Ten thouſand lectures on 
« the odiouſneſs of vanity and arro- 


« gance would never have half the ef- 
feet of an hour's converſe with her. 
The gentlemen were ſoon too diſtant 
for Laura to diftinguiſh any more. She 
had, however, heard enough to give 
her the greateſt affliction. She threw 
down her book in a paſſion, and haſ- 
tening from the ſummer-houle gave vent 
to her feelings in a violent ſhower of 
tears. As ſhe walked along, ſhe ſome- 
times upbraided the. injuſtice of the 
world, which ſhe thought blind to her 
numerous accompliſhments, and ſome- 
times the ignorance of thoſe who diſ- 
liked her. She failed not to impute to 
envy, the rancour with which ſhe was 

I 5 | treated, 
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treated, and ſhe determined to diſip- | 
point every endeavour to vex her, by 


laying till ſtronger claims to admira- 
Such were the thoughts which oceu- 
pied her mind, and which had inſen- 


fibly led her to wander a confiderable 


way from her father's houfe, when a 
neat little cottage canght her attention. 
As ſhe was very much tired, the deter- 
mined to reſt herſelf at it; and opening 
a gate, ſhe went through a ſmall gar- 


den which led to the houſe. She | 


knocked at the door, which was opened 
by an elegant girl about her own age; 
Laura requeſted permiſſion to reft her- 


ſelf a little while, which was imme- 


diately granted with great Fveetneſs, 
and ſhe followed her conductreſs into 
a neat little parlour. She was ſome- 
neon Ts "at 


( 169 ) 


what ſurprized, on entering, to ſee a 
piano forte, ſome very pretty drawings, 
and the whole of the furniture much 
ſuperior to what is uſually found in 
cottages. After ſitting ſome little time, 
ſhe requeſted the ſtranger to play her 
a tune, which the young lady, whoſe 
name was H arriot, immediately com- 
plied with. She played a leſſon of 


Clementi's in a very ſuperior ftile, and 


Laura, however reluctantly, was obliged 
to own that ſhe excelled even herſelf. 


performance, created likewiſe the won- 
der of Laura, who thus ſaw herſelf 
nralled by one ſhe thought ſo infinitely 
beneath her Determined, however, to 
know whether mufic and drawing were 
al her acquirements, ſhe ſaid, you 
* feera to live here very retired, Have 


you 


The drawings, which were Harriot's 
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« you u good library? 1 ſuppoſe you 
< do not read French; if you do, I can 
elend you ſome books.“ 
| Harriot. I am much obliged to 
« you, for your civility to a ftranger; 
I do read French, and likewiſe _—_ 
c that language.” 

Laura. © But why is it that. you, | 
« who are © accompliſhed, live" in this 
*Gpoor little cottage? 
Huarriot. *I am much obliged for 
* what little I know to the kindneſs of 
« my parents ; my father, who was in 
S the army, and is lately dead, took il © 
" < great pains with me; and I ſome- 
times fear his attention to me might 
6 injure his health.” 8 
Laura. © But do you know how P1 
© much you would be admired, if you | 


were more known, and to let people 
c {ee 


( 16g ) 
« ſee how infinitely ſuperior you are 
« to half the world? 

Harriot. “ Oh, Miſs, I hanna! not ſo 
«much vanity as to believe that; and 
« as to praiſes, none would ever give 
ame ſo much pleaſure as deſerving 
* thoſe of my Mama. And if I can in 
© {ome meaſure ſhew my gratitude to 
* her, by making what I have received 
from her goodneſs. contribute to beg 
« amuſement, it is all I wiſh.” _ 

Laura. But is it poſſible you ſhould 
* have learned ſo much, only to. enter-- 
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* tain your Mama: N 
Harriot. © And who is there T can 
«with to pleaſe half ſo dear to me? 
* Oh, you do not know her, or you 
* would not wonder I love her fo 
* dearly.” “ TR 


Vor. II. 1 7 Laura. 


C 


( 19 ) 
Lama... <Idp not doubt but ſhe is 


6 very good : yet, if nobody but one's 
<< parents know our acquirements, I dv 


< not ſee any jon ang it is to | 


6 be accompliſhed. 7 
Juſt: as Laura finiſhed this FIR 


Mrs. Howard entered ; Harriot wnme- 


diately introduced her viſitor to her, 
and then faid to Laura, this is the 
parent I wiſh only to pleaſe, and if 


« ſhe is contented with me, I am in- 


different to the whole world beſide,” 
Mrs. Howard. <1 think, Harriot, 

you are not indifferont to the eſteem 

«© of the wiſe and ge- 155 
Hurrior. I am * dear Mama, 


£« you will never commend me for what 


« is not right, and therefore, if 1 de- 
4 ſerve your eſteem, I my hope to 
« A that of oy more.” 


C or ) 
Mrs. Howard then addreſſing Laura, 
aid, © Harriot is a prating little girl, 


« found her a troubleſome companion.“ 

Laura. „ Not at all, Ma'am. Miſs 
Harriot has favoured me with 4 leffori 
« on the piano. 


Mrs. Howard. © And will you fa- 


« your me with ona, for I think vou 
te play! * ; 4 
| Laura, after ſeveral apolo pics for her 
want of ſkill, fat down, and played 
with ſuch an air of confidence, not- 


bn would have been, had ſuch and 
ich variations been introduced; and, 
n ſhort, ſo diſguſted Mrs. Howard, 
2 I 2 that 


© Miſs Maynard, I am afraid you Have 


withſtanding her apologies, that Mrs, 
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Howard ſoon diſcovered her real cha- 
ner, She ſtopt ſeveral times to make 
bblervations; ; how much better the leſ. 
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that ſhe never more deſired her as a ' 


gueſt. 


rey 


to convert them to enemies. Thus ſhe ö 
was equally feared by the ignorant, and | 
avoided by the wiſe; and thoſe very 1 
talents, which properly employed would N 
have procured her not merely admira- ; 
tion, but eſtcem and love, by the il- M 
judged uſe ſhe made of them, OCCa- J 
ſioned her nothing but contempt and 


hatred. 


Hail | 


zuch was Laura Maynard, and ſuch 
ſhe always continued. Endowed with 
extraordinary talents, and all the ad. | 
vantages a liberal education could be- ; 
ſtow, ſhe was ſcen to be ſhunned, and 
known to be deſpiſed ; for whenever | 
her accompliſhments procured her ac- f 


W "Fs, * ww — — 


quaintances, her arrogance failed not ] 


* 


He 


cellent. 
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Surry, lived Mr. Maſon. 


had formerly been a merchant in Lon- 
but having met with ſeveral lofles, 


de retired from buſineſs, and with his 


AT a ſmall, but convenient, houſe 
in 


From thee all pleaſures ſpring, to thee they flow ; 

And blunt the barbed dart of cank'ring care : 

Thou bidſt the ſoul to better regions riſe, 

And ſoar to bliſs in worlds beyond the ſkies. 
daughter paſſed his time in the country. 
After he had ſettled all his affairs, he 
found he had yet ſufficient to live in inde- 
pendence with frugality. He had an ex- 


Nail virtue! ſource of ey'ry good below; 
Tis thou inſtruct'ſt us ev'ry woe to bear, 


. 
= 
© 

"WM 
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eetlent fibrary, and this afforded both 
himſelf and Serina amuſement inex- 


* 

hauſtible. Wt 
Though he lived in retirement, be n 
did not abandon himſelf to idleneſß, MW 
His garden and a few acres of ground © 
at the back of his houſe were cultivated MW 
dy his own hands. The exerciſe bene- | | 
| fited his health, and was an agreeable = 
employment, when Serina was bnſied {MW | 
in domeftic affairs. ſh 
It was in the month of November | ar 
Mat ſome particular bufineß called him | 
t& the neighbouring town, which was (WM 
about five miles diftant from bis own i b) 
houſe. He told Serina he ſhould be ff © 
home early in the evening, and affec- =” 
tionately embracing her, mounted bis an 
Horſe. His buſineſs, which was not ſo 2 


{poedily tranſacted as be hoped it would | 


han 0 


Ay: 
have been, detained him late, and it 
was eight in the evening when he leſt 
the town. As he. was croſſing a com- 
mon which led to his houſe, a cloud, 
which had long been gathering, burſt 
over his head in a violent ſhower of hail 
and rain, , He was obliged to quicken 
his. pace, and knowing there was the 
remains of a barn at no great diſtance, 
he endeavoured to find it in order to 
ſhelter himſelf. In this he ſucceeded, 
and ſtayed till the ſtorm began to abate. 


Juſt as he was leaving the ſhed, the 


moon burſt from behind a cloud, and 
by its momentary light he diſcovered 
ſomething glittering on the ground: it 
was the caſe of a watch ; he took it up, 
and put in his pocket. © It ſhould 


« ſeem,” 1aid he, « that this barn has 


* already afforded ſhelter to ſome one; 
% who- 


I 4 


f BE 
q 18. 1 
by 


( 196 ) 
« whoever-it was, he will have reaſon 
« to rejoice that I alſo entered here, 
« fince I ſhall be the means of reſtoring 
« him his watch caſe.”---He then 


mounted his horſe, and ſoon after reach- | 


ed his own houſe. Serina flew to the 


door to meet him, and told him ſhe had | 


been ſome hours in expeQation of his 
return; and had ſuffered more than ſhe 


could expreſs left ſome- accident ſhould | 
have befallen him. But what, my 


« dear Sir,” ſaid The, when he had en- 


tered the parlour; © for Heaven's s ſake, | 


„what have you done to your coat? 
« the back part is covered with blood.” 
3+. 78 With blood! * repeated Mr. Mas 
ſon; who, as he recollected the eir- 


cumſtance of the watch caſe, felt his 


ſoul thrill with horror: Surely, Se- 


„rina, you are miſtaken !” He then 


pulled 


„ 


{4997 }} 

pulled off his coat, and was fully con- 
vinced of the ſuſpicious appearance. 
Serina began to wipe it off, and whilſt 
ſhe. was thus engaged, the carrier enter- 
ed, and delivered a letter to her father. 
The man, ſtruck. by her occupation, re- 
garded her with the moſt fixed atten- 
tion, till being paid for the letter he 
left the houſe. This circumſtance was 
not noticed by either Mr. Maſon or his 
daughter, their minds were otherwiſe 
engaged; and the firſt thing which 
drew Serina. from the earneſtneſs of her 
own reflections, was obſerving the evi- 
dent perturbation with whieh her father 
read the letter. Surely, thought ſhe; 
* my father cannot have been engaged 


im any quarrel; every. thing of the 
« fort is ſo contrary to his diſpoſition? 
She chid: herſelf for the momentary ſuf 


I 5 picion, 


( 278 ) 
picion, and then ſaid, We will now, | 
& Sir, if you pleaſe, ſit down to te; 
© we are not oſten thus faſhionable ; 
et | wants but twenty minutes of ten.” | 
Mr. Maſon made no anſwer, but e 
overwhelmed with melancholy. He 
ſighed - Serina looked at * and = 
cied the read in his cot enmnce 
terrible diſaſter. Her hand trembled W 
as the endeavoured to pour out the tea, | 
4 fadden faintnefs ſeirett her, and the | 
was near finking lifefeſs on the floor, | 
when the fear of augmenting ber fa- f 
| ther's affliction renewed her ſtrength, 

. and gave her freſh vigour. During tea 
Mr. Maſon fpoke not a word, but 
ſeemed wholly abſorbed' by bis own | 
refleQions. Serina fat ſome time in 
the moſt agonizing ſuſpenſe; and then 
faid, My dear Sir, what is it that 

1 „ thus | 


( #79 ) 


« thus diſtreſſes you ? Will you not tell 


« your Serina ? Will you not permit 
“her to ſhare your ſorrows, and, if 
ce poſſible, to alleviate them?“ -Mr. 


Maſon embracing her, ſaid, Oh, my 


« belovedchild1 never can I ſuffer any 
« calamity which will wholly over- 


«x 


power tne, whilſt bleſſed with ſuch 


** ſerve my confidence; I will truſt 


ꝝour fortituds in the prefent i 


which I hope will ſupport you under 


is 


of which. this letter 


aftlict 


the meſſenger. Remember, my Se- 


«cc the. 


« 


* flited by Heaven, often prove to us 
* the moſt {alutary leſſons; they hum 


rina, 


dle our pride, and wean us from a. 


* world, which, even in its beſt ſtato, 


60 has 


1 6 


6 
* * den 8 to beſtow..--Your aunt 
« Are dead 1” cned Serke vat 
involuntarily from her chair, with. a | 
look of perturbation and horror, 
© They are!” replied her father.--- 
She claſped her hands, but was filent. 
Cold drops trickled down her lovely 
ace, ſhe trembled, tottered back to her 
chair, and then burſt into an agony of 
tears. Theſe proved a moſt ſalutary re- 
lief; her father attempted not to ſup- 
-prefs them by premature conſolation, | 
well knowing that after the firſt violent | 
emotion of ſorrow was paſt, her own 
good ſenſe would be her beſt counſel- 
lor. She knew, however, at preſent, 
but half her affliction, as the melan- 
choly circumftance attending the death 
of her relations infinitely aggravated] 
the 


(1 ) 


the calamity. They had intended ſpend- 
ing a few months with. Mr. Maſon, and 
for this purpoſe had embarked from Ire- 
land; where they ufually refided, in 
one of the packet beats; They were 
overtaken by a violent form, the ſhip 
was wrecked, and all on board periſhed. 
Serina was ſtrongly attached-to her eou- 
ſins; ſhe felt for them a fiſterly affec- 
tion, and much of her early life had 
been ſpent with them. Her aunt had 
been to her a ſecond parent, and was 
endeared to her by the moſt valuable 
qualities. This dreadful and unexpect- 
ed calamity drove the fear of every 
other from her boſom, and the could 
neither think or talk of any thing elſe. 
«I reſpect your feelings too much,” 
ſaid her father, after they had been talk- 
ing ſome time on this melancholy affair, 
to 


( 82 } 
to wiſh to repreſs them. But yet, 
my Serina, let us remember that 
thoſe we weep for are paſt all ſenſe of 
“pain; they have no more to ſuffer; | 
but are receiving in a better world the | 
„reward of their good conduct in this. 
« The knowledge of their worth makes | 
« their preſent bliſs undoubted, and | 
« maſt convince us, that whatever we | 
« deſire for ourſelves, we have nothing | 
* more to wiſh for them.”-—This ſub- 
for the night ; Serina with a boſom 
bleeding with the keeneſt ſufferings, and 
her father little leſs affſicteet. 
The next morning, during their | 
breakfaſt, they were furprized by the 
entrance of four ill-looking men, who. | 
going up to Mr. Maſon, told him he 
maſt: accompany them to Juſtice Bulls; 


and. 


( 183 } 
and then ſhewed him a warrant which 
empowered them to ſeize him for the 
murder of Captain Thornton. | 
«© Gracious God d exclaimed Mr. 


Maſon, © what do you mean ?”---Serina 


no ſooner heard this, than ſhe uttered a 
dreadful ſcream, and fell lifeleſs on the 
floor. Her father flew to her, and lift- 
ed her up; for ſome minutes ſhe occu- 
pied his whole attention; but when ſhe 
was ſomewhat recovered, he turned to 
the men, faying, « Surely, my friends, 

© you muſt be miſtaken | in the houſe 


oy ſhould hope, FIRES from every wy 
e picion of ſuch an atrocious crime; 
* and as to the gentleman you ue 
*« never before even heard his name,” 


« That is nothing to us, Sir,” re- 


plied one of the men; you muſt an- 
« (wer 
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( bs ) 
« ſwer for that before Juſtice Bull. We 
* muſt carry you to him, and there is 
* an end of our buſineſs. You muſt, 
« however, go with us, ſo you had. bet- 
ter go at once. 
« What!” vin 1 Mr. Maſon, with 
the warmeſt indignation, « to be tried. | 
as à baſe aſſaſſin! No, never will. I 
4 ſubmit to ſuch indignity. 
„ Sjr,” ſaid the men, we are forced 

« tp do our buſineſs, and that com- 
« mands-us to convey you by force, if 
« you do not go willingly. If there is | 
« any. miſtake, the juſtice, I dares to 
« ſay, will ſoon ſet it to rights. As to | 
our parhhing here, we can't do its 
c ſo, Sir, I hope you will. not oblige 
us to force you: along.” Mr. Maſon, 
half ſtupefied by ſuch a charge, ſtood 
| for ſome minutes immoveable, till the 
8 clamour 


2 


hs 


clamour of the men rouzed him from 


his ſtupor. Finding all he could ſay 


diſregarded, he took his hat, and with 
a firm tone deſired the men to lead the 
way, adding, « ] truſt in the juſtice 
* of Heaven, and am not afraid of the 
* accufations of man.” Then turning 
ſuddenly, and embracing his daughter; 
„Po not weep, my Serina,” ſaid he; 


Iwill ſoon return. Make yourſelf caſy, 


« and have no apprehenſions for me: 


The heart which is ſupported by con- 


e ſcious integrity, fears no inſpection, 


© nor ſhrinks from any ſcrutiny. Adieu, 
« my beloved child, in leſs than an 


* hour I will be with you again.” He 
then followed the men out of the houſe, 
and Serina, more dead. than. alive, was 
unable either to ſpeak or attempt to 
tollow him. The ſervant came into 


the 
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the room to offer her aſſiſtance, and 


4 preferable to ſolitude, to a mind in ſuch 
a ftate as her's. 

Mr. Maſon, when he arrived at the 
juſtice's houſe, expreſſed in the warmeſt 


f 


terms his aſtoniſhment and indignation | 
at the calumny with which his character 


was loaded. 
Why, Sir,“ ſaid the juſtice, © ap- 
cc pearances are much againſt you.” = 
„What appearances 25 demanded 
Mr. Maſon fiercely. IIS 
"The Fuftice. © Why, Sir, Captain 


«© Thornton was laſt night murdered at } 
de bart on the common, beteeeß the | 
6 hours of eight and nine, at which 


&« time you were ſeen to come from this 


cc barn. You were alſo ſeen after this 


- at your own houſe, your coat ſprink- 


cc led 


Serina bade ber ſtop, as any ſociety was 


LE. EE 
led with blood, which your daughter 
« was wiping away. Now, Sir, if you can 
« confute theſe charges, do. I ſhall be 
very glad to acquit you. The proots 
* of your guilt, are, however, fo ſtrong 
« that prevarication will avail but lit- 
« tle” . . 5 p 
« And would it avail much,” replied 
Mr. Maſon, indignantly, 661 have a 
heart which would diſdain to make 
« uſe of it. That I was in the barn laſt 
« night 1 attempt not to deny, for I took 
« ſhelter there from a violent ſtorm. 
2 My coat, on my return to my Own 
© houſe, was alſo beſmeared with blood; 
but are theſe circumſtances to prove 


that I have been a murderer 2” _ 

Tue Fuftice. © The law will admit 

them as ſuch. You have, however, 
cc for- 


( 188 ) 


forgotten what you took from the de- 
_ *« ceaſed.” 
Mr. Maſon, ] repcat it again, and 
© atteſt it by the moſt ſacred proteſta- 
« tions, that I never ſaw Capt. Thorn- | 
ton, nor ever, till this morning, 
« heard his name. There is a watch- | 
<« caſe I picked up as TI left the barn, 
« and which I fuppoſed ſome one had | 
« dropped, till on my return home, my | 
60 daughter obſerved ſome blood on my 
& coat, which firſt awakened in. me a 
« ſuſpicion of ſomething more horri- | 
cc ble.“ . 

The Juſtice. But why, with ſuch a 
« ſuſpicion, did not you immediately 
« return, and ſearch the barn, that 
« would have been the moſt likely way | 
«of atteſting your innocence.” 


Me. 
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{ 189 ) : 

Mr. Maſon. ** And that, late as it 
« was, I ſhould have done, had I not 
« almoſt immediately received a letter, 
« which contained the moſt melancholy 
« information, and which drove every 
other thought from my mind.” 

The Fuflice. © This, Sir, will not ac- 
quit you in the eye of the law. 1 will, 
« however, call the nn * ſee 
« what can be done.“ 

Three men then entered the room, 
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one of them was the carrier who was 


at Mr. Maſon's houſe, the evening be- 
fore ; the others he never remembered | 
to have ſeen. Theſe depoſed that as 
they were crofſing the common, they 
ſaw a man coming out of the barn; 
they were cloſe to him, and by the light 
of the moon ſaw him pick up a watch- 
caſe. As ſoon as he had mounted his 


horſe, 
% 


( 190 ) 
horſe, exriofity led them to enter the 


barn, where they found the body of the 


deceafed, who had been very recently 


murdered, and whom they inſtantly 
conveyed to the firſt houſe they came 


to. The carrier ſaid that he had ſeen 
Mr. Maſon's daughter wiping blood 
from his coat; they all took an oath to 
What they had atteſted, and the juſtice 
_ committed Mr. Maſon to prifon, ſaying 
it was impoſſible he ſhould acquit any 
one againſt whom there appeared ſuch 
ſtrong evidences of guilt. In vain the 
| unfortunate man proteſted his inno- 


nor of his conduct during ſeven years in 
| which he had refided in the neighbour- 
hoed, and that he had .never, in the 
ſmalleſt inftance, injured any human 


the 


cence; in vain he urged the uniform te- 


being. He defied any one to prove 


1 
me contrary, and told the juſtice that 
if a good character was not a ſufficient 
ſhield againſt calumnious aſſertions, he 
knew not to what any man muſt truſt, 
His words, however, had little effect, 


obeyed, and that with ſach proofs of 
guilt, no magiſtrate could acquit him 
as innocent. He was then conveyed to 


priſon, where all the indulgence he was 


allowed, was a room ſeparate from the 


reſt of the priſoners. 

The time of her father's examination 
had been paſſed: by Serina in dread and 
horror. Sometimes ſhe fancied he 


doomed to perpetual exile; ſometimes, 
that the ſtern voice of oppreſſion and 
power would ſilence every plea of in- 


nocence, 


the juſtice telling him the law muſt be 
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would be condemned to an ignominious 
death, or torn from her arms, and 


- 7 — 
, adi — — - - 2 Yy — —— — 
— 5 — — — — — — — — — . — AY I — — — * 0 — 
- — 239 _ — — — — — — — —— — ——ů — — —— . — —— — — 
1 — — — — — — — ——— „ — —— — 
- < — — 32 — — 2 a - — — * — — — — — — ——— — ͤ —— — 
— — .- papa ens mae ene — == — 
% ” _ —— - a — 
— — — — —— —— rr * — — — — 
— - 3 XI ——— ego re ro NA" - = ” — 3 — — — —— — — —— RE ee EE cates. ett —— — © _—_ 
> . 5 - 2 — 7 — — — — — - — — — _ >_> _ — — — —— . - 
. — — — = — — — 4 — — nh ems — — 1 — 4 s —— — 2 — 2 
— —— — — — wks — — — _ rs = ap 
— ans — 2 - »= = — — ** — - r ones as — — — . — 8 on ge 7 3 o = „ 
ä —— —— — — — — — — —— — — pong 2 — ꝓʒ— — 2 - = by 
— — — — Od) — — p : "FOO = — RW 
* — 225 2 9 25 
A U — 5 n £ 
4 8 q - = 9 8 — 
5 9 : - — 1 0 . . hoo - gb 
« 4 regs + * = r * 7 SRL... >= - 22 K 2 R 1 Bu SAG ner Loa on * — . >, my 
r 8 FTE en aa TP 9 ——— s n 8 1 
2 


— 
— — AP c_ 
wth - 2 
I rs, 


—— 
—— —— 
— —— — — — 
— — > 
— 


{UT wg2 
nocence, and ſentence him to linger out 


his days in a horrible priſon. Suf. 


penſe, whilft it left her but little to 
hope, gave her much to fear; and tor- 
mented by the keeneſt ſufferings, ſhe ſat 


counting the melancholy moments of 


Her father's abſence. | 

. Heavily paſs the hours which are 
ſpent in ſorrow, and Serina thought this 
morning the longeſt ſhe had ever known. 
Her father, however, returned not; 
but, alas ! ſhe too ſoon knew his fate. 


The perturbation of her ſpirits at firſt | 
overpowered her feelings, but almoſt | 


inſtantaneouſly recovering the ſtrength 
of mind, ſhe had early acquired, ſhe 
took her hat and cloak, and alike re- 
gardleſs of the entreaties of thoſe about 
her, and «the mercileſs pelting of the 
winter ftorm,” the procceded to join 

hy 


60 


ic 


YT 
her father in priſon. Forgetting every 
thing which concerned herſelf, ſhe em- 
ployed all her thoughts in deviſing the 
moſt likely means to alleviate his diſ- 
tres, „I will accompany him,” faid 
ſhe, © not only to priſon, but to the 
* moſt wretched tlungeon that malice 
© can conſign him to. I fear nothing, 
“ dread no calamities, if I can ſoften 
his ſorrows. Shall I return the ten- 
« derneſs I have experienced from him, 
«© by deſerting him when he moſt needs 
« eonſolation ? Oh, no; I will not be | 
4 ſo ungrateful. Duty, religion, every 
« future hope, and every preſent ſatiſ- 
« faction, forbid ſuch baſeneſs. There 
is a Power to whom the innocent ap- 
« peal not in vain ; in him we will 
« truſt, and whilſt we rely with confi- 


«* dence on his power, we will learn 
Vol. II. 3 with 
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There 1s Something ſo bothing d in 


| gion that there i is no calamity which 


it cannot miti gate. Whilſt theſe e 
occupied her boſom, ſhe inſenſibly be 
came more calm , ſhe conſidered both 


Herſelf, and her father, as protected by 2 | 
Being too juſt to be prejudiced, and too | 


wile to be deceived. 


arrived at the priſon ; the involuntarily 


flarted back; its gloomy appearance 
Aruck her with horror. But again | 
haſtily advancing, 66 Shall I, ” ſaid ſhe, 
one moment waver in my purpoſe 
£ c for 0 inconfiderable A circumſtance ? 
& Of what avail | is the place i in which [| 


« dwell, provided I diſcharge my duty; 
« and where my father 18, t! here [ ought 


« to| 


She quickened her pace, and ſoon | 


«c 


£6 


(gb 
«to be?” She Knocked at the gate, 
and whilſt ſhe flood liſtening | for diſ- 
tant footſteps, the jailor looked through 
the iron grate, and aſked her in a*ſurly 
tone, what ſhe wanted ? She ſaid, to 


ſee her father, and earneſtly entreated 


him not to refuſe her- The man replied 
he had no orders to admit her, and very 
likely he ſhould do wrong if he let her 
go in without. „ Oh, no,“ faid the, 
claſping her hands, © that is impoſſible, 
* 1s he not my parent? what then can 
you fear? Oh, if you have a child of 
©your own, and her preſence ever 
gave you pleaſure, think of my ſather, 
* and conduct me to him Perhaps he 
* may be deprived of all elſe, oh, let 
N him not have the inſupportable miſery 
of loſing his child ! Heaven will re- 
« iy ard you for the indulgence ſhewn 
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me, and in ſome hour of ſorrow ſend 


« 7 alſo comfort.” 


The man, after many objedtions, and 


a long conference, at length, though 
relucta ntly, ſuffered her to enter, and 
then conducted her to her father. He 
fat with his arms croſſed upon a table, 
bis eyes lifted up to Heaven, and appa- 
rently in fervent prayer. One feeble 


taper burned in the room, for the light 


of day never entered. Gloom, mi- 
ſery, and deſpair, ſeemed fitted for this 
. abode, for the very appearance ſtruck | 
an involuntary horror. Serina was in 
a moment in her father's arms, the jailor 


ſhut the door, and left them together, 
Mr. Maſon, rouſed from the reverie in 
which at her entrance he ſeemed to 


have been abſorbed, fervently exclaimed, | 
% Heaven be praiſed ! my Serina is all 


« I thought 


„NV 
« f thought her. Now let misfortune” 
« come, I am armed to meet the worſt, 
for the tenderneſs, the virtues of my 
« child, will ſupport me under all; ſhe 
« will never forſake mie !” 

Heaven forbid 1 ſtould be ſo un- 
grateſul l“ cried ſne. * But let us not 
« talk of ſorrow | 1 am come, my dear 
© Sir, to make you cheerful, Many 
« are the letſons of fortitude and reſig- | 
nation yon have taught me, and your | 
© ſhall now ſee I have not learned them 
«in vain; and that no calamity can 


make thoſe: wretched, who are unac- 
% quainted with guilt. We will ſmile 
even here, and convince the world 
« that if we cannot eſcape ſorrow, we 
Lat leaſt know how to blunt its ſting. 
We will have our books; 1 will read 
„to you, and the hours ſhall paſs in 

K 3 cc ſo 


1 „ 
* Þ tranquil a manner, that we ſhall 
« forget we are not at our cottage.” 
Mr. Maſon claſped his hands, and lift- 
ing his eyes to Heaven, uttered a prayer 
at thankfulneſs far the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
3 daughter. Yet ſorrow fat heavy on 
his brow ; and Serina found her taſk 
very difficult to ſupport his ſpirits. She, 
however, relaxed not her vigilance, but 
by forcing ſmiles into her own. coun- 
tenance, endeavoured to communicate 
them to his. She had been a fortnight 
in this gloomy manſion (where ſhe had 
a room adjoining her father's) when the 
aſſizes drew very near. Mr. Maſon 
prepared for his trial, and ſeveral law- | 
yers offered to undertake his cauſe; 
but he declined their aſſiſtance, ſaying, 
he would himſelf aſſert his innocence, 
and truſt alone te that and Heaven. | 
Gerina, 


Co 1 

Serina, though in the preſence of her 
father ſhe endeavoured to appear cheer- 
til, gave free vent to her ſorrows when 
alone, and frequently paſſed the night 
in all the bitterneſs of angurſh. The 
eiccumſtances which convicted. her fa- 
ther were fuch as even to ſtagger her 
belief; but yet when ſhe recollected 
the ſpotleſs tenour of his conduct, the 
upright integrity of his. heart, ſhe fe- 
verely condemned herſelf in having for 
2 moment ſuſpected his virtue. © Oh,” 
ſaid ſhe, © how little is there in this 
«© world to attach any one to life ! 
t were it not for the hope of brighter 
* ſcenes hereafter, how ſoon ſhould we 
« ſink in the weariſome road | but this, 
« whilſt it ſhews us the termination of 
* our ſorrows, preſents alſo to the good. 
(bg. 462 
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"ES motive for refignation, and a re- 
© ward for virtue.” 

A few days before his trial, as Mr. 
Maſon and' Serina were ſitting at tea, 
the man who uſually attended them 
eame in, and ſaid to Mr. Maſon, « x 
1 + gentleman, Sir, preſents his compli- 
&« * ments to you, and requeſts you will 

4 give him leave to paſs half an hour 
K with you. Perhaps, Sir, you have | 
61 heard of him.---"Tis Mr. Morley; lle 
« 3s a very good ſort of a gentleman, and 
bas was here a few years ſince, He never 
goes any where but he does a world 
« of good: ' You had! better let him 
er come, Sir, he will make you and the 
« young lady quite cheerful.” Mr: 
Maſon, who! had: no with for any ſo- 
ciety but his daughter's s, heſitated ; the 
man, however, perſuaded. him to ad- 


* 


mit. 
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mit him, adding, ce 111 anſwer for it, 
« Sir, you'll never repent * He 
therefore ſent his compliments and he 
ſhould be glad to ſee the gentleman. 
A few minutes after he entered. He 
was a tall, thin figure, apparently about 
forty years of age; his countenance was 
full of benignity, and ſcemed to an- 
nounce the goodneſs of his heart. After 
the firſt compliments were over, and 
they were all ſeated, J am afraid,” 
faid Mr. Morley, «you will hardly 
forgive the ſeeming rudeneſs of a 
e firanger, who in his with to do good, 
0 ſometimes incurs the charge of imper- 
« tinence. Yet believe me no ſuch mo- 
te tive induced me to make this vifit. 
« ] heard of your fituation, 1 was in 
formed of your character, and firuck 
46 « with pity for the one, and admiration 

„ of 


„ 8 
of the other, 1 ventured to requeſt 
5. your. acquaintance; for though, to 
your character, I knew I could add 
no luſtre, I hoped I might be able 
* to take ſomething from the gloom of 
your unmerited confinement.” N 

« You are very good,” rephed Mr. 
Maſon, *© but as my confinement is not 
* the conſequenee of guilt, I truſt the 

N Were of Heaven will releaſe me 
from it.” | 

* do not doubt it,” Gid Mr. Mor- 
Jey, and I again repeat, that J hope 
« you will pardon my interference. II 
„my rhetoric fails, this young lady 
« maſt become my advocate; the, 1 
« think, will not plead in vain.” |} 

"9 You want no advocate, Sir,” ſaid 
Serina ; © and if my father appears un- 
ay « willing to receive viſitors, it is not | 
"1h, cc © becauſe 
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* becauſe he is inſenſible to your kind- 
60 neſs, but that his mind is too much 
* depreſſed to ſuffer him to entertain 
" you as he could wiſh.” e 
8 Serina is right, 5 replied. Mr. Maſon; 
with a. deep figh, © "my mind is op. 
* preſſed indeed. 
« But guilt,” cried Mr. Morley, with: 
the livelieſt animation; is a- ſtranger: 
« to it, and therefore it is prepared: to 
« refiſt the ſhaſts of adverſity... But, 
„let us at preſent wave this ſubject: 
« only rememberin g, that the Judge, 
« whom nothing can prejudice, and no- 
* circumſtances miſlead, will aſſiſt his 
* earthly delegates to- clear your | cha- 


© racter, and. vindicate your. innocence.” 
Mr. Morley then diſcourſed- on vari- 
ous ſubjects, i in which he diſcovered ſuch: 
a. fund of knowled, ge, ſuch liberality of. 
LB: xj fentie- 
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ſentiments, and goodneſs of keart, that 
his, hearers were inſenſibly charmed from | 
| their ſorrows. When he found that he 
had effected his purpoſe, by gaining 
their attention, he endeavoured to re- 
| tain. it by relating the circumſtances = 
bis own life. When very young,” 
ſaid he, 41 bookine poſſeſſed of an im- 
< menſe fortune, which, by the care of 
& my guardians, was ſo increaſed. during 
* my minority, that when. I came of 
..Y age, I found myſelf one of the richeſt 
<< COMMONETS in England. Having, as as 
„Itch, fark ample means of bart 
* pineſs, I determined to be happy, and 
< to enjoy life to the utmoſt. I en- 
; « gaged i in every pleaſure, kept a ſplen- 
did table, furniſhed my houſe in the 


5 by firſt ſtile of magnificence, bought ſu- 


4 carriages, and hired numerous 
« domeſtics, | 


( 


ec domeſtics. My houſe was open to 
Ce all, and I ſeldom found' that my gueſts 


« required much perſuaſion to repeat 


« their viſits, TI hurried from one place 
c of diverſ ion to another, and had ex- 
« hauſted every ſpecies of amuſement 


te beſore I diſcovered that I had miſta 
” + ken the- road to happineſs. Some of 
« my acquaintance, though they fought 
my ſociety, were, I perceived, indif- 
« ferent to my wellare, and the greater 
« part of thoſe who called themſelves 

my friends, were eager to enjoy, not 
my company, but my fortune.—It i is 

8 not thus,” ſaid I, 1 ſhall ver be 
” happy. Gilded roofs ſhelter not con- 
* tent, nor is diſſipation the road to 


> * enjoyment. The heart! is not engaged | 
v8 by theſe ; ; and what occupies only the 


& ſenſes ſoon Gnks to ſatiety. Time 
ba p may, 
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* may, indeed, be paſſed at public di- 
« yerſions, but theſe when paſſed: are 
&© ſoon forgot, and leaye an aching void 
= for the hours: of ſolitude. To be 
* happy we muſt have ſome hi cher 

« purſuit than. mere amuſement. $ 
then changed my courſe of life: 
1 retired to: the moſt ſequeſtered of my 
country ſeats, refuſed. myſelf to all 
company, and paſſed my hours in read- 
ing and meditation. The novelty of 
my ſituation at firſt pleaſed me, and 1 
« miſtook the effects of variety for the 
« dawnings of happineſs ; but T ſoon: 
« found' my miſtake; F became- liſtleſs, 
2 and tired of living always alone. I 
may here,” ſaid I, 60 eſcape guilt, but 
« is ſock. negative perfection all that i is 
Lattainable by man:? Shall Leal myſelf ; 
<< virtuous, and deſerving the favour, of 
| 3 CE. Heaven, 


LR 
« Heaven, merely becauſe I act blame 
e leflly, where I have no temptation 
*to err? Man was born for ſome 
« nobler purſuit than waſting his days 
in woods and deſerts. Have not my 
* fellow-creatures ſome claim upon me: 
9 Can it be poſſible that Heaven ſhould. 
have given me ſuch abundance, only 
*« to- contribute to. my own felicity [4 
«© others ought to feel its influence. 
e Riches ſhould neither be ſquandered: 
in diffipation, nor poorly amaſſed by 
* uſeleſs avarice. It is by diſtributing. 
them nobly, that I ſhall be benefited: 
« by their power. He who lives only 
« for himſelf is undeſerving the favour: 
« of Heaven. I will, henceforth, by 
« contributing to the happineſs of others 
« endeavour to ſecure my own... My 
66 hears ſhall be warmed by the touch. 
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« of charity, and my ſoul expand' at 
« the call of benevolence. I wil nei- 
* ther exclude myſelf from pleaſure 
« nor ſociety ; ; but by moderately enjoy- 
> ing the one, and judiciouſly ſeleQing 
« the other, I doubt not but I ſhall 
« taſte felicity. Thus again 1 changed 
« my plans, and I found: I was now 
much nearer the attainment of my 
„ wiſhes, than I had hitherto been. It 
Was impoſſible to make others happy, | 
ec without ſharing their happineſs, or to 
* diffuſe the ſmile of content, without 
4 feeling its influence. No ſelf-re- 
« proach goaded my boſom, 1 hoped 
« that I was not an unworthy delegate, 
* and that the riches 1 poſſeſſed, were 
« not beſtowed in vain. At firſt my 
1 views were confined to the unfortu- 
& nate who reſided near my dwelling, 
« but 


( 209 J 
70 but knowing that mifery might be 
found in every quarter of the world, 


1] extended my wiſhes, and taking care 
* that no one ſhould ſuffer by my depar- 


« ture, I left my habitation, and'in the 
* courſe of twenty years, have viſited : 
* almoſt every part of Europe. various 
are the ſcenes I have witneſſed, yet 
never have I found vice long triunt- | 
« phant, or virtue long goppreſſed, Some 
60 ' unforeſcen event,. which. human ſaga- 
«© city could not diſcover, has always 
ce beſtowed on the good the means of 
4 deliverance, and involved the wicket: 


"1 in ſhame and dfffrace.” 


Such converſations as theſe, not only 


raiſed the worthy Mr. Morley to the 


higheſt admiration of his auditors, but 
greatly amuſed Mr. Maſon ; ; and by 


Arengthening his fortitude; gave him 


= courage 
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courage to ſupport himſelf, under the 
trial which awaited him. Serina ſaw 
the eventful time approaching, which 
mult either clear her father's character, 
or doom him. to infamy, with a dread 
the moſt poignant. Her heart was 
heavily oppreſled, her ſpirits failed her, 
and even in the preſence of her father 
ſhe could not always reſtrain her feel- 
ings. Mr. Morley, by amuſing him, took 
ſomething from her employment, and 
| having more leiſure for reflection, her 
fears and her anguiſh became more in- 
ſupportable. This would not have eſca - 
ped the notice of her father, had not his 
time been wholly employed in prepar- 
ing for his trial. No light had yet been 
thrown upon the murder, and though 
in the ſearch of Mr. Maſon's houſe. | 
— had been found which corrobo- 
rated 


(27110 

tated the fact, yet even thoſe who 
knew the uprightneſs of his character, 
were ſtaggered when they reflected on 
the ſuſpicious circumſtances which ap- 
peared againſt him. Mr. Morley was 
now their conftant viſitor, whenever his 
other avocations called him not away; 
and his friendly attentions proved the 
moſt ſalutary balm to the wounded 
mind of Mr. Maſon. The evening 
preceding the trial, when he paid his 
accuſtomed viſit, he found Mr. Maſon 
with manly fortitude ſtruggling againſt 
his calamities. Serina, however, by her 


countenance, which ill concealed the 
feelings of her heart, ſhowed how much 
ſhe ſuffered. Secin g this, Mr. Morley 
endeavoured to draw them from their 


own ſorrows, by relating thoſe of others, 
and ſhewing them how much bliſa they 
ſtill 


Ec mm þ 
fill poſſeſſed, whilſt no ſelf-reproaclr 
robbed them of repoſe. «I am juſt re- 
turned,“ ſaid he, * from beholding, 
*. in one of the apartments of this pri- | 
* ſon, a ſcene of very aggravated cala- 
© mity. A young officer who has di | 
* tinguiſhed himſelf in a military capa- 
city, but by improvident waſte has 
70 ſpent a good fortune, is confined 
U here for debt. His wife, and three 
children live in his melancholy cell, 
Where they are almoſt ſtarving, Yeſ- 
. terday was the firſt of my ſceing them, | 
„When I entered the room, the two 
#* eldeſt children were crying with cold 
& and hunger; the youngeſt was at its 
&*-mother's' breaft, but grief had ex- 
& hauſied this ſource of nouriſhment, 
and the poor baby was alſo crying 
*. its unavailing efforts to ſatisfy its 
« wants. 


" I Gp 
„ wants. The lady tried in vain to rock 
« jt to repoſe ; her huſband obſerved her 
cc uſeleſs endeavours, and knowing that 


« hunger was its only complaint, he 


put his hand involuntarily into the 
ve tatters of his waiſtcoat, to find the 
means of purchafing food ; but ſoon 
« recollecting his penury, he ſtruck his 
« forehead in an agony of deſpair, and 
« exclaimed, Oh, bas my folly re- 
« duced me to this? muſt I ſee my wife 
and children ſtarving around me, yet 
0 have nothing to give them? Gracious 
« Heaven, in pity look down upon our 
* ſorrows! 1 have been the only of- 
fender, let me be the only ſufferer-!” 
Here he burſt into a convulfive agony 
« of tears, his wife ran towards him, 
s the children roſe from the floor, and 
« clung about bim, telling him not to 
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. 
ce cry, for they would not aſk him any 
more for ſomething to eat, and the 


«© weather would ſoon be warmer, and 
then they ſhould not want a fire, 


3 had for ſome minutes been an un- 
* obſerved ſpectator of this ſcene, but 
now advanced, and introduced my- 
« ſelf to their notice. They were aſto- 
* niſhed to ſee a firanger, but J endea- 
40 voured to convince them I came as a 
« friend ; and when I left them I hoped 
« their ſufferings were ſomewhat allevi- 
< ated, But gueſs my diſappointment, 
-« when I found them to-day in deeper 
« affliction than before. Their eldeſt 
child, a lovely boy about four years 
< old, had Juſt overſct a kettle of boil- 
* ing water, by which he was ſcalded i in 
| « ſo terrible a manner, that he expired a 
few minutes after. The lady, when 1 
7 renee * entered 


Ct vn 


« entered, was in ſtrong hy ſterics, her 


« huſband hanging over her in ſpeech- 
a « leſs miſery. I immediately called in 
0 medical aſſiſtance, but for the child 
ho It was in vain : for the little cherub 
1 was united to kindred angels in a 
”y better world. The ſorrows of the 
* parents would yield to no medicine, 
9 and I left them overwhelmed with af- 
gh « fliion. 1 moſt ſincerely pity them, 
© and ſhall be amongſt the firſt to re- 
joice at their better fortune.” 


'The next morning Serina aroſe but 
little refr eſhed by the ſlumbers of the 
night; leep had been a ſtranger to her 
pillow, the image of her father con- 
demned, perhaps, to death, haunted her 
imagination ; tormented her with horrid 
ideas when ſhe cloſed her eyes, and 


'. 


awak ened 
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awakened in her ſoul, dread and af- 
fliction. | 

Mr. Maſon aroſe early; he conſi- 
dered this day as deciſive of his future 
fate, as the day on which his reputation 
would be cleared from every ſtain, or 
deeper involved in the cloud which al- 
ready ſhaded it. He endeavoured to 
arm his mind with the courage and 
fortitude becoming his innocence ; and 
waited with the utmoſt compoſure for 
fhe officers who were to conduct him 
to the court. At length they arrived--- 
Serina, in an ageny ſhe could not con- 


ceal, ſprung from her chair, and threw 
her arms round her father's neck. 
« Recover yourſelf, my child,” mid he, 
embracing her, © remember your father 
| goes not as the trembling culprit to 
40 be " Judged by men, but with the 
I * firm- 


* 
4 firmneſs of integrity to aſſert his in- 
c nocence, to vindicate a character ſo 
« infamouſly aſperſed, and to convince 
« thoſe who have dared to defame him, 
that though their malice may wound 
c his ne guilt alone could rob bim 
e of peace.” | 
Here the men interfered, and pre- 
vented his ſaying any more by telling 
him it was time he ſhould be in conrt. 
He then again embraced Serina, and 
entreating - her to ſupport her ſpirits, 
followed his conductors out of the 
room. He was carried to the bar, and 
after the charges againſt him had been 
read, the judge aſked him what he had 
to ſay in his defence. 4 
6 My lord,“ faid he, „I ſtand at 
< this bar, though numbered by men 
« with the guilty, yet in the fight of 
Vor. II. L . Heaven 


_ . 
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Heaven as free from all reproach. In 
6 regard to the circumſtances on which 
% your lordſhip reſts with ſuch confi- 
& cence, give me leave to ſay, there is a 
« wide difference between guilt, and 

ec hat only appears ſo; and though it is 
e undoubtedly the part of a wiſe and 
* good man to avoid even the ſemblance 

* of guilt, yet it will ſometimes happen 
ce that circumſtances, apparently ſuſpi- 
* cious, will cloud the brighteſt repu- 
6e tation. But in ſuch caſes, ought any 


e one to judge as if determining on the 
conduct of the moſt profligate and 
cc vile 7 Is nothing to be allowed for 
cc an upri ight character ? May no indul- 
«© gence be claimed where appearances 
| only criminate? Can it be poſſible, 
tthat in a land like this, where juſtice 
| 4 boaſts that ſhe holds her equal ſcales, 


( ads þ Y 
any one ſhould be doomed to death, 
« againſt whom no poſitive proofs of 
« gnilt can be adduced ? Yet, think not, 
my lord, that the fear of death alone 
e urges my defence; were the hand of 
the executioner now lifted againſt 
me, I would ſubmit unrepining to 
« the blow, had I by miſconduct de- 
« ſerved it. But thus to fink to an 
4 untimely grave, my name ſtigmatized 
« as that of the vileſt aſſaſſin, and load- 
«ed with diſgrace and infamy, vhilſt 
« conſcious innocence animates my bo- 
* ſom, can I, my lord, ſubmit to ſuch 
e a ſentence without endeavouring to 
« avert it? Is it wonderful that my 
* mjured honour ſhould bid me ſeek. 
«© redreſs, and call for that reſpe& in 
which 1 have hitherto always ſup- 
ported myſelf? Riches, I long ſince 
L 


to 


* vyolun- 
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cr voluntarily abandoned; contented 
e with competence, I ſighed for nothing 
© more, but left wealth and ſplendoqr 
to ſuch as could be charmed by their 
te poſſeſſion. Am I, then, a likely per- 

© ſon. to become a nightly robber, to, | 
e ſtab in the dark, and rank myſelf 
« with the vileſt of my ſpecies ? ? Oh, 
« my lord, examine my caſe impartially, 
© and Jet me not ſuffer from a failure 
of that juſtice here, which I fear not 
* to meet at an higher tribunal !” 

Here Mr. Maſon ceaſed ; his aceu- 
ſers were again examined, and again 
more to what they had n af- 
erte. | 

Juſt at this moment, breathleſs with 
hafte, and his eyes ſparkling with ſatis- 
faction, entered Mr. Morley. He in- 
antly advanced to the bar, and re- 


* 


queſied 


( 28t } 
queſted to be heard, having, he ſaid, 
ſomething of the greateſt importance to 
communicate. He likewiſe entreated 
that the accuſers of Mr. Maſon might 
be ſecured; this was done, and the 
judge ordered him to proceed in what 
he had to relate. He then ſaid, as I 
was riding this morning, I paſſed a 
« miſerable cottage, which ſeemed to 
i betoken the extreme poverty of its in- 
« habitants. 1 ſtopt to ſee if they merited 
relief, and alighting from my horſe, 
« T entered the houſe ; but I could ſee 
* no one, and was leaving it, when a 
« groan met my ears. I ftarted, and 
„ liſtening, heard it again. I inſtantly 
« followed the ſound, and crept up a 
broken ladder which led to the room 
above; and here I perceived a pale, 
* emaciated figure, laying on the floor, 
L3 8 ap- 


£ + SE 
| a 3 0 e in a dying dale: "ROY 
'-_  proached him, and aſked. if no one 
* « attended. hin - he fajd, yes, but 
- © his companions had no left him 
© he-was ſure he was dying, he added, 
Wand guilt made his ſufferings more 
« dreadful., He bade me come cloſe f 
| c to him, and he would inform me what 
bc, * lay ſo heavy upon his mind. He ſaid, 
he had belonged to a gang of thieves, 
| * who had long infeſted-the nei 2bour- 
| . That about a month nes, 
"the; and too more of his companions, 
; 2 robbed and murdered a gentleman 


s. barn. on the common. That 


46 „hug they were watchin g for ſome 
« other booty, a perſon alighted from 
«« his horſe and entered the barn : they 
intended to have robbed him alſo; 
« but one of them knowing it was Mr. 

« Maſon, 
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| «Maſon; and that he uns not + Mey 

| to repay. their trouble, they did not 
% moleſt him. Guilt, however, made 5 

« them ſear a diſcovery of their villaiuy; 


| 6 a thought inſtantly occurred: to them 


cc to. charge him with the murder and 
* robbery of Captain Thornton; and 
„ having in | their haſte dropped the 


« caſę of a watch, which, by the light 


of. the moon they faw Mr. Maſon 5 
« pick up, they imagined this would at | ; 
ce once corroborate: their evidence, am 

« prove the guilt of the accuſed. They 
ee alſo knew that the deceaſed, who had 
« ſtruggled long for life, had Ie marked 


« the barn with blood, that it Was al- 
«© moſt impoſſible for any one to enter it 


without being ſtained with it. The 


< truth of this conjecture was proved by 
the carrier, who was one of the gang, 


JS 3 cc 2nd 


. 

« and thus far all proceeded as they 
« could wiſh. They conveyed the 
e corpſe, as has before been ſaid, to a 
c houſe at no great diſtance, the better 
to prove their innocence. But the 
cc wretch who made to me this confe(- 
* fron, was ſoon after ſeized with a 
« yirvlent diforder, which, for want of 
« proper affiſtance, had brought him to 
„ the edge of the grave. I afked him 
where the men were who had been 

« acceflary to the murder he faid, they 
« were gone to appear againſt Mr. Ma- 
« fon. I ſlaid to hear no more, but 
© rode with all * n hi- 
CC ther.” | T 
During mis relation, the counte- 
nances of every one betokened ſurprize 
and ſatisfaction, all, except the three 
n who, at this s unexpecled diſ- 

. covery 
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covery of their guilt, were ſo con- 
founded, that they confeſſed the whole 
affair. They were tried and condemned, 
the two who were concerned in the 
murder to death, and the carrier to be 
tranſported for life. i | 
The feelings of Mr. Maſon at this 
atteſtation of bis 1 innocence are not to 


be expreſſed; every one crowded to 
congratulate bim, and the judge alſo 
expreſſed his fatisfaction at the event. 
Mr. Maſon was inftantly liberated, and 
_ left the court with Mr. Morley. Oh,“ 
cried he, addreffing this worthy man, 
but for the interpoſition of Heaven, 


and your goodneſs, a ſhameful death 


« would have been my portion! Never 
can J expreſs all that my heart dic- 
« tates; but before I offer you any 
« proofs of my gratitude, let us haſten 


* to, 


q 
1 
6 
; 
| 
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« to my beloved Serina, whom I leſt 
*«« in the deepeſt affliction.” 

As ſoon as ſhe ſaw her father ſhe 
ſprung to embrace him, but fearing to 
aſk what was his doom, ſhe ſtood in 
' trembling filence, © Diſpel every fear, 
| ce my Serina,” ſaid he, © I am honour- 

« ably acquitted, and free to leave this 
« diſmal abode.” £5 495i be 
Els it poſſible?“ esd as 
whilk the moſt rapturous joy ſparkled 
in her eyes, are we indeed releaſed 
< from every apprehenfion ? 'Then Hea- 
ven be praiſed, for I have nothing more 
« to. wiſh! Oh, with what emotions 
1 have I waited your return! Every 


. * ſtep I heard I fancied was your's, and 


then the dread of what might be your 

lot made my heart ſink with appre- 
5 henfion.---Let us go inſtantly from 
va 


* 


„ | 
cc this horrid place, whiere we have paſ- 
% ſed ſo many hours of ſorrow. Our 
ce peaceful home will appear, if — 
ce ten times ſweeter than before.” 

Mr. Morley congratulated her upon 
her father's releaſe, and then, having 
nothing more to detain them, they leſt 
the priſon. As they proceeded to Mr. 
Maſon's houſe he informed bis daughter 
of all that had paſſed on his trial, and 
how much they were indebted to Mr. 
Morley. Next to Heaven,” ſaid he, 
« I conſider him as my deliverer, and 
5% you muſt aſſiſt me to prove my grati- 
be tude; yet never can I recompence 
* him as I could wiſh.” 


J aſk no recompence,” faid Mr. 


Morley, the pleaſure of being inſtru- 
mental to your happineſs is a ſufficient 
© reward. I have before ſaid, pleafure 


2 «.m 
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is beſt received, when it Red Gem 
4 the joy of others. To receive it thus. 
< 1s my higheſt delight; and when 1 
& ſee my fellow creatures failing 
te around me, every with of my heart 
is gratified. I deteſt the narrow ſoul 
„ which would live only for itſelf. 
ba. No; let me from my large ſtore diſ- 
tribute to others, let me as far as I 
can mitigate the calamities of life. 
and I ſhall potſeſs : as much happineſs 
* as reaſon can defire.” Fo 
Mir. Maſon and Serina were again 
re-inſtated in their peaceful abode, and 
the remembranee of their paſt ſorrows 
gradually wore away; ; or was remem- 
dered only to convince them, that how- 
ever to the partial ſight of mortals the 
wicked may for a while appear ſucceſs- 
| oy; it is _—_ to make their fall more 
* dread- 
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th at Heaven, thou gh ſometimes flow in 


& 12. Bis 


its judgments, will at laſt guide the 


rod of vengeance, and point againſt the 


wicked the arrows of deſtruction. 


Ihe good „ the virtuous „the philan- 
thropic Mr. Morley, whoſe life was a 
continued ſeries of benevolent actions, 


releaſed the officer before mentioned, 
and his family, from priſon, and en- 


abled them to provide for themſelves 


* * 


in an honeſt manner. 
He continued not long in that nei ich- 


bourhood, but eager to diſpenſe the 


riches he poſſeſſed, to miti gate the ſor- 
rows of others, and to befriend. the 


friendleſs, he iravelied from Nw. to 


place 


«© Where'er mankind, and miſery are found,” 5 
beloved, eſteemed, and revered by all 
I . who 
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